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Martens seen losing ground in polls 


BRUSSELS (AP) Initial results of Sunday's general elections showed 
Prime Minister Wdfned Martens four-party centre-right government 
Josing ^und to the opposition Socialists while keeping its legislative 
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majority. With 6.3 per cent of the vote counted, the niline alliance was 
projected to get at least 109 of the 212 parliamentary seats, this would be 
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a loss of six seats, but Mr. Martens would retain a legislative majoriiv The 
projections, based on results from 120 of the 3.691 polling stations, 
showed Mr. Martens own Dutch-speaking Christian Democrats losing six 
seats and their Francophone counterparts one. The other alliance 
members, the Dutch and French-speaking conservative parties, would 
remain stable the former gaining two seats, the latter losing one. The 
Francophone Socialist Party was projected to gain three seats, going to 38. 
and their Dutch-speaking counterparts were seen holding stable at 12 
seats. 
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Rifai and Ramadan 
?hair meetings today 


Haj Hassan holds 
:alks with Baccoucbe 


UNIS (Petra) — Scopes of 
ooperation between Tunisia and 
ordan and means of further de- 
eloping them were the main 
opics of discussion at a meeting 
ield on Sunday between Tunisian 
Vernier Sayyed Hadi Baccouche 
nd Jordan's Minister of Labour 
nd Social Development Khaled 
U Haj Hassan. During the meet- 
ig, which was also attended bv 
ordan’s Ambassador to Tunisia 
alal A1 Hassan and Tunisia's 
3cial development minister, Mr. 
laj Hassan conveyed the greet- 
igs of Prime Minister Zaid~Rifai 
> the Tunisian premier. Mr. Haj 
lassan is now in Tunis to head 
leetings of the executive bureau 
f the Council of Arab Ministers 
f Social Affairs, which started 
' .»re on Friday. He also took pan 
. the council’s eighth annual 
:ssion, which was held in the 
unisian capital last week. 


Lziz, Andreotti 
neet in Rome 


.OME (R) — Italian Foreign 
linister Giulio Andreotti met 
aqi Foreign Affairs Minister 
areq Aziz on Sunday for talks 
fl the Iran- Iraq war. the Italian 
oreign Ministry said. The state- 
lent gave no details of the meet- 
ig, which took place during a 
opover in Rome by Mr. Aziz on 
is way home from talks at the 
faited Nations in New York on a 
jly 20 Security' Council resolu- 
on calling for a ceasefire in the 


adlallah urges 
Muslims to unite 
nd hit Israel 


AALBEK. Lebanon (R) — 
he spiritual leader of the pro- 
anian Hizbollah (Party of God) 
■ged all Muslim forces in Leba- 
3n on Sunday to unite and strike 
ainst Israel. Sheikh Moham- 
ad Hussein Fadlallah was 
leaking at a ceremony com- 
emorating four Hizbollah guer- 
llas killed in an attack last week 
n the Israeli-backed South 
ebanon army militia in South 
ebanon. “The glory and value 
l our martyrs is that they res- 
ired a lost spirit to the Islamic 
ition and defeated the political 
td military Theories that Israel 
>uld not be subdued in Leba- 
an.” he said. 
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1 killed, 22 missing in Gulf raid 


BAHRAIN (AP) — A Norwegian captain was killed and 2! crewmen 
went missing when Iraqi warplanes twice raided an Iranian supertanker in 
the Gulf last week, the Norwegian Foreign Ministry reported Sunday. 
Gulf-based maritime salvage executives had reported that the crew of the 
218.467-ton Susangird had suffered casualties, but could not give an exact 
figure because Iran clamped a news blackout on the incident. In Oslo, 
Bjoem Skogmo. the Norwegian Foreign Ministry's acting spokesman, 
said the tanker's master. Olaf, Lerocy, was killed and only five of the 26 
other seamen aboard were rescued. Norway's national news agency, 
NTB, reported that Leroey was the only Norwegian on board. It said the 
other crewmen were from Poland and the Philippines. “We have our 
information about the dead and missing from the Norwegian embassy in 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. We feel we still need more information." NTB 
quoted Skogmo as saying. 
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\MMAN (Petra) — Prime 
-.vliniscer Zaid Rifai returned 
' : tome from a Gulf tour on Sunday 
■- o head the Jordanian team to rhe 
■ -r-- Toint Jordanian-Iraqi Higher 

■ Committee meetings which open 
‘•■ lere today. The Iraqi side to the 

meetings will be headed by Iraqi 

■ •Mist Deputy Premier Taha Yas- 
in Ramadan who arrives here 

• oday. Mr. Rifai accompanied 
- iis Majesty King Hussein in a 

isit to the Arab Gulf states and 
■ - mended the King's meetings 
vith leaders of Kuwait, Bahrain, 
}atar and the United Arab Emi- 
'-‘Fsi Spifcjj-ates. Upon arrival at Amman 
Airport Mr. Rifai was received by 

• deputy Prime Minister Abdul 
Yahab A1 Majali and a number 

. . - . if Cabinet members. 



territories Ps Majesty winds up Gulf visit in Oman 


seethe with violent 


inian protests 


30 Arabs shot and wounded or 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies) — 
Palestinians intensified violent anti-occupa- 
tion protests on Sunday for the fifth day 
running and Israeli soldiers shot and wound- 
ed or beat up at least 30 Arab demonstrators 
in the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
reports from the occupied territories said. 


beaten up 
‘Israel 


covering up 
massacres’ 


The protests, which has 
claimed eight lives and resulted in 
scores of injuries since last 
Wednesday, was described by 
Israeli commentators as some of 
the worst since a wave of protests 
against Israel's expulsion of two 
West Bank mayors in 1980-1981. 

Palestinian leader Yasser Ara- 
fat accused the Israeli cabinet of 
planning the current wave of vio- 
lence which he said killed 23 
Arabs and injured 210 others. 

In a radio interview with the 


British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion. Mr. Arafat called on the 
United Nations Security Council 
“to condemn this organised offi- 
cial terrorism from this Israeli 
military junta and to find the 
ways and the means how to pro- 
tect our people." 

The Israeli prime minister, Yit- 
zhak Shamir, and his 24-member 
cabinet discussed the protests for 
more than one hour Sunday. Mr. 


(Continued on page 3) 



Protesters raise the Palestinian flag and hurl rocks and bottles at Israeli soldiers in Nablus on Saturday 


OIC condemns Israeli practices 
and appeals for U.N. intervention 


By Nqjwa Najjar 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


funding on a ease-to- 
ca se basis, page 8 


AMMAN — The secretary- 
general of the Organisation of 
Islamic Conference (OIC) on Sunday 
strongly condemned Israeli mea- 
sures against Palestinians in the 
occupied territories and called on 
the international community to 
shoulder its responsibility to en- 
sure that the rights of the Palesti- 
nian people to seek liberation are 
mot trampled upon by the occupa- 
tion forces. 

“We salute the brave struggle 
of the Palestinian people against 
the occupation," said Sharifiiddin 
Pirzada. “We also deeply grieve 
their losses and send our heartfelt 
condolences to them," he said in 
an interview with the Jordan 
Times. The OIC secretary gener- 
al, who was in Amman for talks 
on preparations for a meeting of 
OIC foreign ministers to be held 
here in next March, was referring 
to the violent protests raging in 
the Israeli-occupied West Bank 
and Gaza. At least eight Palesti- 
nian protesters, including women 
and children, have been shot 
dead by Israeli soldiers since last 
Wednesday. 

A formal statement issued by 
the OIC headquarters in Jeddah 
on Sunday urged the United Na- 
tions to intervene to protect 
Palestinians in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

It called on the United Nations 
and all “peace-loving forces to 
respond to their moral and legal 
responsibility towards the Palesti- 
nian people." 

The statement, excerpts of 
which were earned by Reuter, 
condemned "the Zionist terrorist 
aggression against the people of 
Palestine in ’the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, as well as in 
the Palestinian refugee camps in 
South Lebanon." 

The OIC statement urged the 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, confers with 
Organisation of Islamic Conference Secretary-General Sharifiiddin 
Pirzada on Sunday (Petra photo) 


United Nations to help to secure 
rhe release of Palestinian journal- 
ist Radwan Abu Ayyas. 

The statement also called for 
the release of another Palestinian 
held without trial, Faisal Husseini 
of Jerusalem. It said both men 
were arrested without justifica- 
tion. 

In his interview with the Jordan 
Times, Mr. Pirzada rejected 
Israeli contentions equating the 
Palestinian struggle with terror- 
ism and said: "We condemn ter- 
rorism but a national liberation 
struggle is different. In fact, ter- 
rorism is manifested in the prac- 
tices adopted by Israel and South 
Africa. We support the national 
liberation struggle of Palestinians 
and black South Africans since 
both people are trying to secure 
their right to self-determination," 
he said. 

Mr. Pirzada was received by 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Sunday. The 
foreign minister, Mr. Taher A1 
Masri, held talks with the OIC 
secretary-general on Saturday. 

Mr. Pirzada, who left Amman 
later Sunday, also condemned 
Israel for rejecting international 
efforts for settling the Palestinian 


problem and reaffirmed the 
OICs support for the Arab call 
for an international conference 
under U.N. auspices and 
attended by the five members of 
the U.N. Security Council and all 
parties involved" in the Arab- 
Israeli conflict, including the 
Palestine Liberation Orgwiisa- 
tion (PLO), to work out a settle- 
ment. 

Mr. Pirzada also denounced 
what he described as the use of 
the concept of human rights to 
increase the Jewish population in 
the Israeli-occupied territories. 

“The OIC calls for internation- 
al adherence to human rights," 
he reaffirmed. "But, what con- 
cerns us most is the use of the 
slogan of human rights to allow 
for Jews to emigrate from the 
Soviet Union and settle in the 
occupied territories at the ex- 
pense of the Palestinian people,” 
he said. 

Asked what the OIC was doin° 
to help the Palestinian people and 
their struggle, Mr. Pirzada noted 
that the main aims of the orga- 
nisation were to promote Islamic 
solidarity with the Palestinian 


MUSCAT (Agencies) — His 
Majesty King Hussein arrived 
here Sunday on the last leg of a 
five-country visit to the Gulf for 
talks with the Arab leaders there 
on the current situation in the 
region, Arab affairs and develop- 
ments since the Nov. S-l 1 ex- 
traordinary Arab summit in 
Amman. 

The King arrived here Sunday 
noon after talks in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) and Qatar 
earlier in the day and in Kuwait 
and Bahrain on Saturday. 

Upon his arrival here, the King 
was received by Sultan Qaboos 
Ibn Sat'd and senior Omani offi- 


B AG HD AD |R) — A senior PLO 
official said on Sunday Israel was 
covering up the Palestinian 
casualty toll from five days of 
violent protests in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. Bas- 
sam Abu Sberif, an adviser to 
PLO chief Yasser Arafat, said the 
PLO had asked the International 
Committee of the Red Cross to 
send representatives to investigate 
what he described as massacres by 
Israeli troops. He told Renters 
that he had names of 30 Palesti- 
nians wounded in violence on Sun- 
day, but he was certain that the 
list was incomplete. 


Regent, 

Goulding 

discuss 


Mideast 


situation 


couraging signs. 

“I would say there are great 
difficulties in the way of an inter- 
national conference, but the 
cause is not lost and we must all 
go on trying," AP quoted Mr. 


Goulding as saying. 
Mr. Goulding has 


Mr. Goulding has also visited 
Israel and Lebanon on bis visit to 
the region. 

Mr. Goulding told AP he was 
in the area "to take stock, see 
how people feel after” the ex- 
traordinary Arab summit held in 
Amman last month. 

Mr. Goulding noted that the 
U.N. General Assembly twice 
voted in favour of an internation- 
al peace conference on the Mid- 
dle East in the past two weeks, 
showing "there are a large num- 
ber of countries, an overwhelm- 
ing majority, that support the 
idea of an international confer- 


“The Israeli government is di- 
vided,” Mr. Goulding added, 
“but there are very important 
parts of the body politic in Israel 
which favour an international 
conference.” 

He said he was also encouraged 
by remarks attributed to U.S. 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Richard Murphy. The American 
official said Saturday that 
Washington had been trying for 
three years to create a mutually 
acceptable structure for an inter- 
national peace conference, and 
said, “we will keep plugging 
away.” 

Israel’s prime minister, Yit- 
zhak Shamir, opposes any inter- 
national conference, while his 
foreign minister, Shimon Peres, 
and the United States have ex- 
pressed conditional endorsement 
of the general idea, so long as it 
leads to direct Arab-Israeli talks. 


(Continned on page 3) 


rials as well as the Jordanian 
ambassador to Oman, Mr. Nayef 
AJ Hadid. The King was accom- 
panied by Royal Court Chief 
Marwan Al Qasem, Chief Cham- 
berlain Prince Ra'd Ibn Zaid, 
Armed Forces Chief of Staff 
Lieutenant-General Farhi Abu 
Taleb.Prime Minister Zaid Rifai, 
who accompanied the King on his 
visits ro Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar 
and the UAE, flew home from 
Abu Dhabi on Sunday to attend 
the meetings of the Joint Jorda- 
nian-Iraqi Higher Committee 
which opens in Amman on 
Monday. 

In Abu Dhabi and Doha earlier 


in the day, the King held talks 
with UAE President Sheikh 
Zayed Ibn Sultan Al Nahayan 
and Qatari Emir Sheikh Khalifa 
Ibn Hamad Al Thani. The talks 
dealt with developments in the 
Arab scene as well as the interna- 
tional level, efforts exerted by the 
U.N. to implement Security 
Council Resolution 59S calling 
for an immediate ceasefire in the 
Iran-lraq war, follow-up work on 
the Amman summit resolutions 
and means to enhance Arab soli- 
darity in the service of higher 
Arab interests, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, reported. Senior 
officials from both sides attended 


the talks. 

The King held similar talks 
with the emir of Kuwait, Sheikh^ 
Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sabah, and' 
the emir of Bahrain, Sheikh Issa 
Ibn Salman Al Khalifa, during his 
visits to Kuwait and Bahrain on 
Saturdav. 


Diplomatic sources quoted by 
news - agencies said the King was 
seeking to coordinate view with 
Gulf Arab leaders on the Gulf 
war and the Palestinian problem 
before flying to Britain and the 
Soviet Union for talks on these 
two issues with leaders in both 


countnes. 


King: No talks with Israel 


outside peace conference 


His Majesty confirms rejecting offer of U.S. . meeting 
• Palestine remains at the centre of Arab concern 


AMMAN (J.T.) - His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
on Sunday received at the Royal 
Court U.N. Undersecretary- 
General Mairack Goulding and 
discussed with him the latest de- 
velopments in the Middle East 
and efforts for convening an in- 
ternational peace conference on 
the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said the Crown Prince and 
Mr. Goulding made • a general 
review of the situation in the 
region and prospects towards 
holding the called-for interna- 
tional conference. 

In the meeting, which was 
attended by Foreign Minister 
Taher Al Masri. Mr. Goulding 
voiced concern over the situation 
in the Israeli-occupied Arab terri- 
tories, which is now rocked by 
unprecedented Palestinian pro- 
tests against the occupation, and 
said the situation warranted extra 
efforts to find a solution to the 
problem. 

Mr. Goulding left Amman la- 
ter Sunday. 

Earlier, in an interview with 
AP, Mr. Goulding said that de- 
spite problems confronting 
efforts for an international peace 
conference on the Arab-Israeli 
conflict he had seen some en- 


It is inevitable that Syria-Egypt ties will be resumed 
Jordan to urge Soviets to tackle issues of Mideast 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Writer with agency despatches 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein 
said in remarks published on Sun- 
day he rejected an offer of talks 
with Israeli leaders to parallel last 
week's superpower summit. 

The King to/d Beirut’s Al Safir 
newspaper a suggestion was re- 
layed to him to meet Israeli offi- 
cials “on the peripheries" of the 
American-Soviet talks. 

Al Safir said it spoke to the 
King in Amman before His 
Majesty started a five-nation Gulf 
tour on Saturday to follow up last 
month’s Arab summit in Amman. 
Excerpts from the interview were 
carried by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

“The suggestion was to hold a 
Jordanian-Israeli summit on the 
peripheries of the summit be- 
tween the two superpowers.” the 


King said. 

“ft was natural for us to reject 
it because for us it is not an 
alternative to the international 
peace conference we are seeking 
‘with the participation of all con- 
cerned parties and the five 
permanent members of the 
Security Council,” he said. 

The King said he also rejected 
the idea because the talks "would 
have discussed, as it was sug- 
gested to us, temporary measures 
and not an overall peace solu- 
tion.” 


In reply to a question on 
whether the Arabs are now shift- 
ing their attention to other issues 
rather than the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict, the King said that it was not 
true. “The Palestine question is 
at the centre of our concern and I 
believe that the Palestine prob- 
lem was discussed in detail at the 
Amman summit where the Arab 



leaders agreed on unifying their 
stands on this and on other 
issues," King Hussein said. 

Asked on reports about the 
formation of a Jordanian-Syrian- 
Aleerian-Lebanese committee to 
follow up efforts for ending the 


(Continued on page 3) 


Cabinet endorses Accord 


committee minutes eludes 

AMMAN — ThpPahinpt cultural pxfprKinn and TTainino 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet 
met on Sunday under the chair- 
manship of Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Wahhab Al Majali and 
endorsed the minutes of the Joint 
Jordanian-Egyptian Higher Com- 
mittee meetings held in Cairo 
earlier this month. 

The joint committee ended the 
two-day meeting by agreeing to 
sign a barter trade agreement 
later this month. The barter deal 
provides for Jordan to sell Egypt 
cement, raw materials for deter- 
gents, wool, and glass, and buy 
Egyptian rice, cotton and ammo- 
nia nitrate. 

The barter deal was part of the 
two countries' agreement on 
promoting bilateral economic and 
trade ties. 

In the field of industry, the two 
sides decided to set up work 
teams to meet in Cairo and Am- 
man alternately to deride on steps 
to be taken for coordinating joint 
industrial schemes and program- 
mes. They agreed to exchange 
information and expertise on in- 
dustrial production ' issues and 
coordinate their work in joint 
industrial projects. 

In planning, the two sides de- 
rided to coordinate their prog- 
rammes in promoting the skills 
and efficiency of personnel in- 
volved in carrying out projects in 
rural regions of Egypt and Jor- 
dan. and Egypt gave’ approval for 
training Jordanians in planning at 
its institute for planning. 

In agriculture, the two sides 
derided to facilitate the work of 
the joint holding company to help 
it ser up a fisheries company in 
Egypt and set up a fodder proces- 
sing plant and carry out a sheep 
fattening centre in Jordan. Egypt 
and Jordan will finalise a feasibil- 
ity study for setting up a company 
to produce seeds and mil ex- 
change expertise and information 
related to farm equipment, agri- 


cultural extension and training. 

In the field of energy, oil and 
mining the higher committee 
emphasised the two countries' 
determination to follow up plans 
for coordinating their electric 
power production and setting up 
a laboratory to test electrical ap- 
pliances. 

In the field of transport, the 
committee decided on steps to 
promote land and sea transport, 
specially through the Aqaba- 
Nuweibe land-sea route and to 
follow up work with Iraq on the 
implementation of measures re- 
lated to the Arab Maritime 
Bridge Company which has a S6 
million capital and involves Iraq, 
Jordan and Egypt. 

In air transport, civil aviation 
authorities will hold meetings in 
the coming two months to discuss 
new air transport agreements. 

In Education and cultural fields 
the committee said that the two 
countries would offer each other 
seals for their students at higher 
institutes of learning, and will 
increase scholarships offered to 
students of both countries. 


OPEC 


VIENNA (Agencies) — OPEC 
struggled Sunday to settle the 
final 'details of an oil price and 
production pact. One oil minister 
said the group might have to 
rework its tentative accord. 


The 13 oil ministers earlier said 
they planned to ratify the tenta- 
tive agreement reached Saturday 
to retain an oil price of S18 a 
barrel. 


But Sunday evening, the 
Gabon minister said the OPEC 
leadership had become worried 
that the international oil market 
would not consider the prospec- 
tive accord credible. 

Analysts had said after hearing 
of the tentative deal that it would 
lead to an immediate decline in 
world oil prices by as much as S2 
a barrel. 


In information, the two coun- 
tries will - cooperate in exchanging 
radio and television programmes, 
news by their respective news 
agencies, publications, films and 
other information material and 
will offer facilities for the press 
from both countries. 


Etienne Guy Tchioba of 
Gabon said the deal was virtually 
set Saturday when a debate broke 
out over how long 'the accord 
should last. Some wanted rhe $18 
price to be kept through 1988; 
others wanted to review it djuring 
the year, he said. 


In health, Jordan and Egypt 
will conduct studies to set up a 
joint company for producing 
medicine and decided that a spe- 
cial joint team would meet in 
three months time to work on the 
project. The health ministers of 
Egypt and Jordan will meet to 
discuss cooperation in the ex- 
change of expertise in health and 
amending laws that can facilitate 
the exchange of drugs between 
the two countries. 


Then, according to Mr. 
Tchioba. some ministers, whom 
he did not identify, raised con- 
cerns that the deal would not 
result in a lower production level. 

“We realised that the ceiling 
(production level) was not credi- 
ble for the market,” he said. 


Mr. Tchioba said it was unclear 
how the meeting would proceed, 
but that it was almost certain the 
ministers would have to meet 
again Monday. 

’Earlier, OPEC- President Rii- 
wanu Lukman said he did not 
know when al! 13 ministers would 
be ready to hold a full meeting.. 
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Aden of violent backlash 
over death sentences 


SANAA (Agencies) — * The ousted South Yemeni 
president, Ali Nasser Mohammad, warned on Sun- 
day of a violent backlash after an Aden court passed 
death sentences on him and 34 former top aides. 


"We are sure ihe reaction of 
our friends (in South Yemen) will 
be violent." he told reporters in 
the North Yemeni capital of 
Sanaa. Bui he said he did not 
want war to engulf the two states. 

The court in Aden, capital of 
South Yemen, announced the 
sentences on Saturday after a 
year-long trial of 108 people. 44 
in their absence, on treason 
charges. 

"Ii is a catastrophe for the 
Yemeni people," said Mr. Nasser 
Mohammad, who fled to the 
north after he was overthrown in 
bloody street fighting in January. 
I98ti. "The people" are against 
these crimes." 

He said efforts were being 
made to secure the detainees’ 
release and win a stay of execu- 
tion. He believed North Yemen's 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
would ask the Soviet Union to 
persuade South Yemen to recon- 
sider the verdicts. 

But he was pessimistic over 
prospects for success. "There are 
too many centres of power 3nd no 
single leader to make the deci- 
sion." he said. 

North Yemen's Foreign Affairs 
Minister and Deputy Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim Al Irvani 


described the court's decision as a 
political setback. 

"Disappointment is a fact we 
cannot deny but to say this will 
raise tension in military terms, 
well. I don't think so." Mr. Iiyani 
said. 

President Saleh earlier this 
week called on the government of 
South Yemen to drop the case 
against Mr. Nasser Mohammad. 

“The sentences were harsher 
than anyone expected." Mr. 
Irvani told reporters. 

Mr. Irvani appealed to the 
Soviet Union and other nations to 
try to save the lives of the 16 
people before the court who were 
sentenced to death. 

Countries with high-level links 
with Aden, including the Soviet 
Union, have a particularly impor- 
tant role to play, he added. 

Mr. Irvani said the sentences 
were political. 

"Some of them (the accused) 
were involved in acts of violence 
... some of those sitting in judge- 
ment were involved too. That 
makes it political,” he said. 

A spokesman for Mr. Nasser 
Mohammad said the former pres- 
ident had sent messages to Arab 
3nd world leaders and organisa- 
tions appealing for their media- 


tion with Aden to prevent the 
execution of those sentenced to 
death. 

Former air force chief Ahmad 
Hussein Mussa was among 16 
people who appeared in court 
and were sentenced to death. It 
was not known when they would 
face a firing squad. The verdict 
has still to be ratified by President 
Haider Abu Baker A1 Attas. 

Among those sentenced to 
death were former navy chief 
Abdullah Ahmad A1 Husseini 
and former Interior Minister 
Mohammad Abdullah Al Botani. 
They fled the country after the 
fighting in which the court said 
4.300 people were killed. 

Some of the accused were also 
charged with terrorism and 
sabotage. 

The court granted an amnesty 
to five fugitives, and found six 
defendant's who appeared in 
court not guilty. Charges against 
one former official were dropped 
after he died in jail. 

The others — including Mr. 
Nasser Mohammad’s power, 
education and information minis- 
ters — drew jail sentences rang- 
ing from five to 15 years. 

Several Aden officials defected 
to North Yemen in the last few 
weeks to protest at the trial. 
Three lawyers from the London- 
based human rights organisation 
Amnesty International visited 
South Yemen last October. 


Walters: Soviet Union and China 
are close to voting Iran arms embargo 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
U.S. Ambassador Vernon Wal- 
ters says the Soviet Union and 
China, initially opposed to an 
arms embargo’ against Iran, are 
losing patience and may be close 
to voting for a weapons ban to 
enforce a U.N. peace plan. 

“I chink they (the Soviet Un- 
ion) and China are close to it." 
General Walters said during the 
taping of WABC's eyewitness 
news conference to be 'televised 
Sunday. "They told us they 
would go along with an arm’s 
embargo if Iran continues to defy 
the Security Council" ceasefire 
call. 

"My feeling is that their pati- 
ence is running out and they 
realise they have been given a 
runaround bv the Iranians." Gen. 
Walters said in answer to a ques- 
tion. 

Iraq has said it would comply 
with the Security Council’s July 
2l) ceasefire resolution, but Iran 
has raised objections and set out 
new conditions. 

Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar told the 15-member 


Securin' Council on Thursday that it 
should take stem action against 
Tehran. 

"The secretary-general indi- 
cated he felt we were being given 
the runaround by the Iranians," 
Gen. Walters said. He added that 
the United States strongly be- 
lieves it is time to scan work on a 
second Security Council resolu- 
tion to enforce the first one. 

The United States has been 
pushing for an arms embargo 
against" Tehran, but the Soviet 
Union and China had said an 
embargo was premature and 
argued" that diplomacy should be 
given more time. 

Gen. Walters said the resolu- 
tion marked the first time in 
history that the Security Council’s 
five permanent members — the 
United States, the Soviet Union, 
China. Britain and France — 
were in agreement. He called 
such unity, extending to the non- 
permanent members, "the 
strongest weapon we have" and 
the "heaviest weight on the Ira- 
nians." 

"For the first time, it became 


impossible to play East off 
against West." Gen. Walters 
said, but added that the price for 
that unity has been time in taking 
enforcement steps. 

The U.S. envoy called Iranian 
diplomacy "remarkable... better 
than Lenin who said you must 
take a step backward in order to 
take two forward." 

"The Iranians have discovered 
how to take one step forward in 
order to take two backward.” he 
said. "So after two days, you are 
negotiating tomorrow to bring 
them back to where they were 
yesterday." 

Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Afcbar Velayatf said Saturday 
that the deadlock in U.N. efforts 
to mediate an end ro the Gulf war 
means Iran must continue fight- 
ing Iraq. 

■*We want this war to finish 
with the punishment of the 
aggressor," Mr. Velayati told a 
news conference in Islamabad. 
Pakistan. "Without the punish- 
ment of the aggressor, there will 
be no guarantee for the future of 
the region." 


Iran seen using new incendiary 
weapon against tankers in Gulf 


DUBAI (R) — Iran is using a 
new weapon or projectile to torch 
tankers in the Gulf, regional ship- 
ping sources said on Sunday. 

They said Iranian gunboats 
used either a new weapon or fired 
a new kind of incendiary projec- 
tile from weapons already in use 
to spark the spectacular fires 
which enveloped two tankers last 
week, sinking one. 

"In the past, projectiles fired 
by the Iranians caused only small 
holes in the ships and small fires 
which the crew on board could 
extinguish, usually with no help 
from" firefighting tugs," said a 
shipping agent. 

"Whatever hit the Norman 
Atlantic and the Pivot caused 
devastating fires." he added. 

“We suspect a new projectile, 
some kind of incendiary with 
phosphorus perhaps, which turns 
the ships into torches." 

A huge blaze on the 232, 164- 
tonne Cypriot supertanker Pivot, 
following an Iranian attack on 
Saturday, forced most of the 44- 
member crew to abandon .ship. 

It took four firefighting tugs 
several hours to contain the fire. 


the smoke from which could be 
seen 50 kilometres away in 
Dubai. 

The attack on the Pivot, a 
retaliatory raid for Iraqi attacks 
on Iranian tankers, followed the 
sinking of the 85.129-tonne Sing- 
apore" naptha carrier Norman 
Atlantic on Thursday at the entr- 
ance of the Strait of Hormuz. 

The ship sank after burning for 
four days following an attack by 
Iranian gunboats as it left the 
Gulf for Japan with a load of 
Kuwaiti naptha. 

The flames were so intense. 
reaching temperatures of 3,000 
degrees Centigrade and visible at 
night from 80 kilometres away, 
that firefighting tugs were forced 
to flee the ship and let it sink. 

The Norman Atlantic was the 
first tanker to be sunk in the 
ranker war. which in 19S1 grew 
out of the Iran-Ircq ground con- 
flict and moved into high gear 
three years ago. 

The sources said Iran's decision 
to upgrade its anti-ship weapons 
could be a reaction to the pre- 
sence of Western navies in the 
Gulf, a move bitterly criticised 


by Tehran. 

"“Attacks have already in- 
creased since the Americans and 
West Europeans arrived in force 
last summer,” said one source. 

“Now it appears the Iranians 
plan to increase the amount of 
damage caused to ships they 

attack.” 

Another source said: "If the 
Iranians are using a new weapon 
and if we are going to have more 
Norman Atlantics and Pivots it is 
going to become most uncomfort- 
able for merchant seamen." 

There were casualties aboard 
the Norman Atlantic and only one 
crewman aboard the Pivot suf- 
fered bums. 

A total 155 vessles have been 
attacked in the Gulf this year, 
more than a third of the 420 hit 
since 1981. 

"So far ships hit have not sus- 
tained heavy damage or casual- 
ties in most cases,” said a 
shipper. 

“That will change if fires like 
those which razed the Pivot and 
Norman Atlantic are to become 
the norm," he added. 


Orthodox 
Jews keep up 
protests in 
Jerusalem 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Police have 
arrested four stone-throwing 
orthodox protesters and dis- 
persed others with tear-gas gre- 
nades and water cannons, in 
occupied Jerusalem, a spokesman 
said. 

Police spokesman Rafi Levy 
said the protesters blocked traffic 
on Bar Han street, linking the 
main entrance to Jerusalem with 
the city's northern neighbour- 
hoods. and threw stones at pas- 
sing cars. 

Israel Radio said orthodox 
Jews also hurled a metal frame 
from one of the rooftops, aiming 
at the policemen below and bare- 
ly missing their target. Levy said 
he was not informed about the 
incident. 

The demonstration was to pro- 
test film screenings on the Jewish 
Sabbath. 

Levy said another group of 
black-garbed orthodox demon- 
strators hurled stones at motorists 
from a hill overlooking the main 
road that leads of the neighbour- 
hood of Ramot. 

He said police used water can- 
nons and fired tear-gas grenades 
at the orthodox Jews, and then 
moved in to arrest four of them. 
The orthodox Jews have held 
protests almost every Saturday 
since August, when movie 
theatres began screening films on 
Friday nights. 


Kuwait hails superpower summit, 
urges solutions to Mideast problems 


KUWAIT ( AP) — Kuwait hailed 
Sunday the U.S.-Soviet missile 
agreement signed last week but 
said the summit between Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan and Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev would 
be viewed as a success only if it 
helped resolve the Gulf war and 
the Palestinian problem. 

"Such superpower summits are 
fruitful if they contribute to solv- 
ing regional problems," Minister 
of State for Cabinet Affairs 
Rashed Abdul Aziz Al Rashed 
told reporters after the weekly 
government session. 

“Third World countries... hope 
that their problems have not been 
forgotten because... these issues 


will have repercussions on the 
international community,” Mr. 
Rashed said. 

“The superpowers and the 
U.N. Security Council should 
play a role in solving these prob- 
lems," he said. 

“We in this part of the world 
have our own problems which we 
believe should be given priority, 
be it the ongoing Iran-Iraq war. 
to which we call for a speedy 
solution, or the Palestine ques- 
tion,” he added. 

But he lauded the signing of 
the agreement eliminating in- 
termediate-range missiles for 
“opening a new door" towards 
easing international tension. 
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Death toll rises to 64 



CAIRO ( Agencies) — The death 
toll from a bus-train collision rose 
to 64 on Sunday, security sources 
said. Messages of condolences 
from a number of Arab countries 
poured in and the government 
launched an investigation into 
Friday night's accident. 

The initial count of 57 dead 
increased to 60 late Saturday, and 
to 63 overnight. One more child 
died later Sunday, said Assistant 
Prosecutor Diaa Shafei, responsi- 
ble for registering the casualties. 

He said only two among the 
dead remained unidentified, 
mutilated beyond recognition. 

"Some of the injured are doing 
better," said Ahmad Maher, 
director of Heliopolis Hospital, 
one of the two which took in most 
of the casualties. Many of the 67 
survivors were transferred to in- 
tensive care units in specialised 
hospitals across the capital, state- 
run daily Al Ahram said. 

Daily papers continued to carry 
front-page headlines of the crash 
two days after the event that 
occurred when a train rammed 
into a bus crowded with children 
and teachers back from a piemc. 
Inside pages showed pictures of 
grieving family members and chil- 
dren receiving intensive-care 
treatment. 

King Hussein expressed his 
sympathies in a telephone call to 
President Hosni Mubarak, and 
Saudi Arabia's King Fahd sent 
him a cable of condolences in the 
name of the people and govern- 
ment of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia. Al Ahram said. 

The state-run Middle East 
News Agency (MENA) from 
Kuwait said that Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah sent a message 
of condolences to Mr. Mubarak. 

Parliament Speaker Rifaat Al 
Mahgoub opened Sunday’s meet- 
ing with a statement of grief, and 
parliament members directed a 
number of questions on the acci- 
dent to Minister of Transport 
Suleiman Metwallv. MENA said. 


Criticising the absence of 
markings at the railway crossing, 
opposition Labour Party member 
Magdi Ahmad said "the accident 
happened because of gross neg- 
lect." 

“It is not enough to say the 
crossing was not a proper one. 
We must have a (better) crossing 
whatever the cost," he said. 

A cabinet statement said the 
crossing was near another 
marked "one. and should have 
been avoided. 

Witnesses reportedly blamed 
the bus driver because the cros- 
sing was not for use by large 
vehicles. They said a dirt road led 
to it. and only pedestrians and 
small carts used that route. 

Prime Minister Atef Sedki and 
several other cabinet members 
have visited the village of Kafr 
Abu Sir on Cairo’s northeastern 
fringes to comfort bereaved fami- 
lies. Mr. Mubarak’s wife, Suzan- 
ne. made a round of 
the two hospitals that took in 
most of the cases and gave instruc- 
tions to mobilise medical and 
social efforts for the care of the 
victims. MENA said. 

Police initially said that 150 
children were packed into the bus 
which was designed to carry 42 
people. Education Minister fathi 
Sorour told reporters school offi- 
cials would be disciplined for 
allowing too many children on 
the vehicle. 

As doctors in two hospitals 
worked round the clock to save 
the injured on the critical list, 
investigators sought dues to the 
crash from the few who survived 
and began interrogating the train 
driver. 

Police said preliminary inves- 
tigations showed the bus driver, 
who was killed, was to blame. 

' The children were returning 
home to Kafr Ash Shurafa vil- 
lage. 25 kilometres northeast of 
Cairo from a weekend excursion 
to a zoo and the Giza pyramids. 


Newly-elected Turkish parliament meets today 


ANKARA (RJ — Turkey enters 
a new phase in its drive for 
democratic progress when parlia- 
ment convenes on Monday after 
the first election free of army 
influence since 1980. 

Nearly 400 of the 450 deputies 
due to take the oath of office are 
untainted by the political chaos 
and street violence of the late 
1970s which led to three years of 
military rule. 

The Nov. 29 poll gave con- 
servative Prime Minister Turgut 
Ozal’s Motherland Party 292 
seats for a second five-year man- 
date following a campaign pledge 
to maintain political stability. 

Formation of the new parlia- 
ment is widely seen as a sign that 
Turkey wants to distance itself 
from a tumultuous past and look 
ahead to more freedom and 


prosperity. 

President Kenan Evren, who as 
a genera] led the coup, will set the 
-scene for the new parliament in a 
keynote address on Monday like- 
ly to spell out guidelines for 
democratic reform. 

Mr. Ozal. home after eye 
surgery and bank talks in the 
United States, will face a streng- 
thened opposition ready to attack 
on issues ranging from economic 
policy to the electoral system. 

Economic adjustments, includ- 
ing a delayed 1988 budget, a 
possible Turkey-Greece rap- 
prochement and planned changes 
to the constitution are expected 
to dominate early debates. 

Proceedings will be closely 
monitored by European Com- 
munity (EC) members with reser- 


vations about democratic prog- 
ress in Turkey, a NATO member 
which has applied to join the 
group. - 

Mr. Ozal, enjoying the longest 
unbroken spell of "premiership 
since 1960, sees closer EC links as 
the only wav for predominantly 
Muslim Turkey to prosper. 

He has pledged to continue 
free-market economic policies 
under a new cabinet expected to 
be announced this month. 

The opposition plans major 
challenges on economic policy, 
which has liberalised imports arid 
sent exports soaring since 1983 
but forced up inflation to around 
42 per cent. 

Political sources said the 
opposition was also likely to seek 
changes to the complex electoral 


system, partly devised by Mr. 
(/zaPs party, which prevented 
four parties from taking seats. 

Main opposition leader Erdal 
Inonu fired an early salvo by 
saying government moves such as 
price rises of up to 100 per cent 
announced since the poll to curb 
the budget deficit could lead to 
"social explosions and revolts." 

Mr. Inonu's Social Democrat 
Populist Party (SHP) has 99 
seats, compared with 54 to the 
Motherland's 249 in the old 400- 
seat chamber. The centre-right 
True Path Party (TPP) increased 
its representation to 59 from 45. 

Mr. Inonu and TPP leader 
Suleyman Demirel. a four-time 
premier twice ousted by coups, 
led campaign attacks on the eco- 
nomy. 


TV & RADIO 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

TJ ”.*///•/“ 

PROGRAMME ONE 

15:30 Kt'uii 

15:5fl Pfi'trammi: review 

15:55 Corn >> ms -mil children program- 
mes 

|b:45 .. .. . Ari 

IT; in .. . Jack "Halts >rn 

1 7:40 PhjMCF in Action 

IS: 10 .... ' Arabic series 

10:00 . .. Message from Oman 

IS: 10 .. Local programme 

11:40 . . ... Proiirjmme renew 

20:00 News in Arabic 

20:50 .. . Arabic Series 

21:30 Local programme (SruJm «■>/ An) 

22:00 ~ . ... Arab dnctai* 

2 3:00 Whs .Summary in A nbte 

23:10 Ll.*c d»v.n 

PROGRAMME TWO 
18:CU Lgimic de L.iiele” Han 1 a 
document .in on Napoleon 
Bi mupar tc 

News in French 

1 9: 1 5 tt ecklv Sport m igacinc t French l 

19:3o i News in Hebrew 

1«:45 . Varieties 

20:00 Ne» -in Arabic 

20:30 K.ile and Allis 

21:00 G'mmunic.»nom 

21:10 Falcon Crest 

22:ft« News in English 

22:20 A Killing on (lie Enhance (new 
mint series I 

RADIO JORDAN 

s.v KHu. AM A ’»• MIL-. F\1 
A pjrtlv i <n 95ort KHc. >’H' 

7W. r-iw-r.1 

07:00 . I.isrht Music 

07 -JO ... S’twsdesk 

08:00 Mm nine Show 

10:00 NfwsSuinnurs 

10:05 . Just .i Minute 

11:00 W* Minister 

12:00 News Summary 

12:03 Pop Session 

lj;O0 News Summars 

13:05 Pop 5e*w<«r? «. •»ntJ 

14:00 . . News Bulletin 

14:.W Pram-* Maps 

15:00 Cower* I low 

16:00 . . .. N'twsSummars 

15:05 Instrumentals 

16:30 OU Favourites 

17:00 Younc Sound 

17:3d iWScvwn 

1 8:00 Ne%*» Summon 

18:05 .. . Sports Roundup 

18-30 Musts* 

14:00 News Desk 

16*30 Date with a St jr 


-0:00 Evening Show 

21:00 NcwsSumnurv 

21:05 . . Evening Shi -w Conrd 

22;(W ....News Sumnwn 

22:05 .... Evening Show Continued 

23:00 ’ News Summary 

23:05 . .. Evening $h«u Continued 
24:00 Close po»n 

BBC WORLD SERVICE 

nju. ~:iK 131' Klh 

Ncw*desk 06:45 Re l icet ion> 
06:50 Waveguide 07:00 World News 
07:09 24 Hours: News Summjn 07:30 
Film of the Book 07:45 Recording of 
the Week 08:00 Ncwsde-k 0&30 FI' me 
the Mails 09:00 World News lW;ft0 24 
Hour*: Sews, Summars 09:3(1 MAP 
10:00 World New* 10:69 Reflection* 
10 JO From the Proms 1 1:00 News 
Summary. Film <9 the Bonk 11:0*4 
British Press Review 11:15 Good 
Book): 11:30 Financial News. Sports 
Roundup 11:45 Peebles Choice 1 2:00 
News Summars: Flying the Mark 12 JO 
The Vintage Chan’ Show 13:00 World 
News 13:09 News About Britain 13:15 
Tech Talk 13:30 Album Time 14:00 
Radio Newsreel 14; 15 My Music 14:45 
Sports Round-up 15:00 World News 
15:09 24 Hi ‘UR. News Summary 15 JO 
Anvlhmc Goes 16:00 News Summars: 

Outlook' 16: 15 Film of the Week 16:45 
The Man of Property 17:00 Radio 
Newsreel 17:09 lom'imnian 17:15 
Fit me the Mails 17:30 Music for a 
While 18:00 World Ncw> 18:09 Com- 
men Mr v 18:15 The C«’W and rhe 
Toreador 18:30 The A -7. of 1 InUywncd 
10:15 From the Proms 1 9:30 New Ideas 
I9;40 Book Choice 19:50 Sports 
Round-up 20:00 Newsdesk 20:30 Mul- 
liirack I 21:00 News Summary; Out- 
look 21:39 Stock Market Report 21:45 
Peebles’ Choice 22:15 A Future for the 
Past 23:00 News Summars. Network 
UK 23:15 Concert Mall 23:25 Book 
Chi nee 

VOICE OF AMERICA 

MW IMA SU 7(tJ. v<n.\ ll-4ii. 

1 1*1' and /*;/» H: 

06:00 Ncw> 06:10 Newsline 06:311 VOA 
Morning 07:00 Nows 07:10 Newsline 
07:30 VOA Mornmc 16:00 New- 16:10 
Newsline 16:30 Music USA i7:00. 
News J7.-10 Focus I7i30 Special En- 
glish News ik Features 18:00 News 
]8:10 Newsline 18:30 M.ie.u-ine Show 
l*>:00 News 19; ID Foe us (WO Special 
English News & Features 20:00 News 
20:10 Newsline America 20:30 Music 
USA 21:00 News A Edimnal 21:15 
Music USA Jazr 22:00 fern 22:10 
World Report 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


TODAY'S EVENTS 

EXHIBITIONS 


0- ■■Documcnta" — art exhibition at 
the Goethe institute I until Dec. 23) 

i An exhibition of paintings bv 
Ahmad Na’wash at the Alia Ari Gal- 
ierv - Jabul Amman (until Dec. 2»»). 


FILMS 


Spanish Film, entitled "Roads de 
Cancre" at 10.30 a m. at the .Spanish 
Cultural Centre. 

c- 'White Christmas” Icature film -u 
7:(X) p m. 

VIDEO 


* Video Sciences "La negligence des 
hommes." at 4 p.m ar the French 
Cultural Centre. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre .. Tel. 06|ii2h/7 

American Centre n4437l 

American Centre library .. .. MI520 

Briiish Council &3M47/X 

French Cultural Centre 637i <f> 

Goethe Institute (*11^93 

Soviet Cultural Centre b44ZH3 

Spjitish Cull ural Centre .... 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Hava Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth Cilv 667181 <6 

Y.W.C.A MRi? 

V.W.M.A 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 6371 1 1 

llniv. of Jordan Libran 643555 


MUSEUMS 


“Children’s Heritage and Science 
Museum" Fun and knowledge fur all 
aces, plus » small planetarium at the 
ifjva Arts Centre Open all week 9 Ml 
a.ni. - 1:00 p m. and 3:30 p.m. ■ 6:lXi 
tun. Closed on Friday. 

Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over inu years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jcrash 1 4th lo 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theaire. Am- 
man. Opening hours: ‘MW a.m.-5 p.m. 
Year-round. Tel. 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 


quities of Jordan. Jabal Al Qal'a 
(Citadel Hilll. Opening hours: 9flti 
j.rn.-5.INI n.m. (Frida vs and official 
hnlidavs lb. 01) j.m. u% 4.00 p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 


SERVICE CLUBS 


The Amman Lions Club. Meetings 
every first and third Wednesday at the 
Rccencv Palace Hotel. 7.30 p.m. 
Lions Philadelphia Club. Meeting ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
Philadelphia Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday ai the Holiday Inn. 

1:30 pm. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesdav 
at the intercontinental Hotel. 2.0fl 
p.m. 

Royal Automobile Club. Jabal Am- 
man. Eichth Circle. Tel. 610534. 
817534 ' 

CHURCHES 

St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. Tel. 624590. 

Church of the Atmundadon (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luwcibdch. Tel. 
f.3744U. 

De la Salle Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Tel. 661757. 
Temsanta Church (Roman Catholic). 
Jabal Luwcibdch. moss in Italian lan- 
guage. meet cvcrv Salurduv at 5.3U 
p m. Tel: n22366 

Church of the Annunciation (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. Tel. 623541. 
Anglican Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman. Tel. 6253K3. 
chaplain's residence tel. 601359. 
Armenian Catholic Church Ashrafieh. 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashru- 
fich. Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) .Ashrafieh. Tel 771751. 

Amman International Church (Inter- 
denominational!. meets at Southern 
BJPtjSt School m Sftmeisani. Tel. 
677534 

Evangelical Lutheran Church I Church 
of the Good Shepherd) Amman. Ara- 
bic Service: Sundav 7 pm. Rev. N. 
Smi_r M1295. 

Rainbow Congregation (meets at the 
Goi'd Shepherd's Church) 

1 nlc rdenomm.i uonal -ecumcni j! En- 
glish Service: Saturday h-30 p.m. Tel 
522005. Rev. V«|i. ' 

The Church of Jesus Christ of latter- 
Daj^&faib (Mormon l Tel. 815*17. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


77riv informjiion is supplivJ by RovjI 
Jtvdaniun iRJl information ' depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (((»'/ fXtOt-5. where it 
should a/wjis be \erilied. 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

09:15 Aqaba l RJ) 

09:20 LamacatRJl 

09:30 Cairo (RJ) 

09 JO Damascus l RJ) 

09 JO Kuwait i RJ) 

09;30 Muscat. Dubai (RJ | 

09:40 Sana'a. Jeddah (RJ) 

09:50 Dhahran I RJ) 

09:55 Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (RJ) 

16:45 Cairo (RN 

17:55 Casablanca. Tunis i RJ ) 

18:45 Bangkok (RJ) 

23:55 .... Baghdad (RJ) 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

09:20 Sanaa (LH) 

IN-JO Baghdad HAl 

09 J5 Cairo (MS) 

12:00 Muscat. Bahrain (GFl 

13:00 Tripoli (add I(LN) 

13:40 Kuwait I KU) 

18:25 Beirut I ME) 

19:15 Vienna (1A) 

00J0 Baghdad (AFl 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

06:30 Cairo. London (BA t 

08:15 Baghdadi! A l 

08:30 Beirut (ME At 

10:10 Frdnkfun(LH) 

10:20 Cairo (MS I 

10:30 Vienna 1 1 A) 

13:45 Bahrain(GF) 

14:00 Tripoli (add )(LN» 

15:00 Kuwait (KU l 

01 JO Paris (AFt 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Sunday rates 

Ltval sell but rates in fils 

Belgian franc %.5< 9S.2 

Dutch guilder 179.?/ |$2 n 

French franc jo.ty 6U.6 

Italian lira 27. .V 27.9 

Japanese yen (for 10*1> 256' 2&I.4 

Swedish crown 55.7 / 56.6 

Swiss franc 247 Zi 152 3 

U K. sierfing pound . . t>05.6 6)6.6 

U.S. dollar 33U' 335.1 

W. German mark 2UI.6 2U5.6 


PRAYER TIMES 


0$:0l 

Ob-.lb 

11:30 

14:14 

16J5 

17:59 


Fajr 

(Sunrise) Duha 

Dhuhc 

‘Asr 

Maghreb 

'Jvha 


WEATHER 


07:00 
10:00 
11:00 
11 JO 
11:45 

12:15 

12-J0 

19:30 

19:50 

I9J5 

20:00 

20:45 


AaabafRJi 

Kuala Lumpur, Sydney (RJ I 

.... Amsterdam. New York (RJ i 

— Pdris(RJ) 

Vienna. Chicaco. Lt)> An celeb 
(RJ) 

... Frankfurt. Copenhagen | RJ ) 

Cairn (RJ) 

Kuwait (RJ) 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

Baghdad (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi. Dubai) RJ1 


Bulletin supplied by the Department n( 
Meteorology. 

ll will be partly cloudy, with north- 
westerly moderate winds. An increase 
;n temperature is expected. In Aqaba, 
it will he hazy and partly cloudy, with 
northerly moderate winds and calm 


Mut 'max. temp. 

Amman 8 ‘ (5 

Aqaba 15 '23 

Desens 8/17 

Jordan ValJev 12 • 23 

Yesterday's high tcmp:ra/ur«: Am- 
man 14. Aqaba 22. Humidiiv reading; 
Amman 84 per cent. Aqabd 51 per 
cent. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman gov emirate S«IZ2X 

Amman Civil Defence I os. |u0 

Civil Defence I rbid . . 271293.273131 

Civil Defence Ouweismeh TUP}} 

Civil Defence Deir Alla 57300 

Ambulance 193.775111 

Amman downtown fire hrnude .... I VS 

First aid '..... h5034 1 

Blood Bank 77,9303 

Civil Defence resale 661111 

Fire headquarters 622U90-3 

Police rescue . .. I 0 .'. n2! III. 657777 

Police headquarters 

Traffic police 896540/1 

Electric Power Co. w>»381 4. 624881 
Municipal waa-r complaints 771125/8 
Ouecn Alia Inil. Airport (08)53330/60 


GENERAL 


Jordan Television 773IIJ/I9 

Radio Jordan 774H1M9 

Ministry of Tourism 642311 

Hotel complaints 666412 

Price complaints 661176 

Telephone Information 12 

Jordan and Middle East calb 10 

Overseas calls 17 

Repair service 1 1 


NIGHT DUTY 7 


HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Centre ... 
Khahdt Maternity. J. Amn 
Akilch Maternity, j. Amn 
Jabal Amman Maternity... 
Vfafh:i». J Amman ... 

Palestine. Shmcisani 

Shmcisani Hospital 

University Hospital 

Al-Muaslier Hospital 

The Islamic. Abdali 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 

Italian. Al-Muhaireen . . 
Al -Bashir. J. Ashrafieh ... 

Army . M arlcn 

Ouecn Alia I lospunl 

Antal Hospital 


813813/32 
. 104281/6 
64244 12 

.... A11V>2 

.... 6361411 
. 664171/4 

....669131 
.... $45845 
. 667227/9 
666/27/37 
. 664164/6 
. 777101 3 
775 11 1, <26 
891611 15 
. 602240/5(1 
674155 


89.811)1 

812148 

777665 

896301 

661912 

787336 

637055 

623672 

636730 


AMMAN; 

Dr. Munir Qaquish 

Dr. Adel Issa Amman 

Dr Awni Al Hawamdeh 

Dr. Yousef Rashed 

Firas pharmacy 

Fetdows pharmacy 

Al Ascma pharmacy 

Nairoukh pharmacy 

Al Salam pharmacy 

TAXIS: 

Kavval, jaxj 636730 

Taxma Uxi 644660 

Tamer taxi 66b4t)7 

Raghdan taxi 842400 

Raqab *ax» 736428 

«>«»«* 776IJI 

1RBID: 

Dr. Mohammad Y. Ta'ani 245711 

ZAROA; 

Dr. Maysoon Hanna 985750 


MARKET PRICES 


Upper lower price in 
Apple /different kinds/ .... 

Apple (French) 

-Banana 

Banana(Mukammar) 

Beans 

Beans (broad) ' 

Beetroot 

Cabbage ’ 

Canoi 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers 

Dates (box) ' 

Eggplam (large) 

Eggplant (small | 

Garlic 


lils per kp. 

. M:S0 
. 4(10/350 
. 350/ 3U0 
. 300 ; 240 
. 120 / 10 ) 
. AS!) .’401) 
. 180/100 
.. 70/ 40 
. 300 / 250 
.. 60/40 
. 260 / 200 
1200/1000 
- 70/ 40 
. 130/ 90 
. 400/300 


Grapefruit 130 1 1W 

Lemon 120 / 8(1 

Mandarin 150/100 

Mallow ___ 250/200 

Marrow 130 1 90 

Onion (green) 120 / 80 

Onion (drv) 190/ IS) 

Oranges ('Abu surra) 270 / 200 

Oranges (Shammouli) 180 Mg 

Pepper (hot) 140/100 

Pepper (sweet) 90/ 60 

Potato..., 270/200 

Raddish "" iti 70/40 

Spinach 80/ SO 

Tomaiott 120/ 80 

Turnip ; i«B / 100 


Hogue news 


Panel to evaluate role of 
social development centres 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal so that future programmes can be 
Highness Pnncess Basma, chair- designed to improve the perform- 
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man of the board of trustees of ance of these centres and to 
■the Queen Alia Jordan Social ensure coordination among them 
Welfare Fund (QAiSWF) today within the framework of the cur- 
maugurates a three-day sympo- rent social and economic de- 
sium on evaluating social de- velopment plan, 
velopment centres in Jordan. _ . ... .. 

The symposium, organised by . symposium will discuss 
the QAJSWF in cooperation with three working papers prepared by 
the West German Organisation s?™ 1 development experts on 


RJ reviews past performance, 
future plans on eve of anniversary 

» . . i • . .. » j _ j..v //ITSdN ctanrlc 


Conference tackles formation of 
new specialised Arab philosophy 


Konrad Adenauer, aims at brief- 
ing participants on the program- 
mes and services provided by 
social development centres 
throughout the Kingdom and at 
assessing public contributions to 
these centres. 


shed light on rhe ability of the 
centres to mobilise local lead- 
ership and encourage people to 
contribute to development prog- 
rammes, in addition to studying 
the problems and obstacles facing 
the centres. 

The meeting will also address 
the needs of local communities, 


the outcome of a field study 
which covered 31 centres 
throughout the Kingdom. The 
study was intended to evaluate 
and to develop the future outlook 
of their role. 

Taking part in the symposium 


various ministries and universi 
ties, as well as directors of social' 
development departments. Also 
participating are representatives 
of the General Union of Volun- 
tary Societies (GUVS), the 
Urban Development Department 
(UDD) and a number of special- 
ised charitable societies. 


APU memo to Fayez urges 
stronger Afro- Arab links 


AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of 
the Lower House of Parliament 
Akef A1 Fayez. who is also 
Speaker of the Arab Parliamen- 
tary’ Union (APU) on Sunday 
received a memo from the APU 
genera] secretariat on the Zionist 
penetration in Africa. 

The memo reviewed the geog- 
raphic, historical, cultural" and 
economic ties between the Arab 
Nation and Africa and noted that 
these ties have been enhanced by 
the fact that eight Arab countries 
' are located in the African conti- 
nent and that six of them are 
members in both the APU and 
the federation of African parlia- 
ments. 

Afro-Arafc cooperation reached 


its peak in 1967 when Israel 
attacked Arab countries, the 
memo said. The initial African 
reaction was encouraging, as nine 
African states consequently se- 
vered their relations with Israel. 
However, this figure grew to 29 in 
the aftermath of the Israeli 
aggression against Syria in Octo- 
ber 1973. 

The memo also called on Arab 
parliamentarians to work out an 
integrated plan designed to com- 
bat Zionist penetration in the 
African continent and enhance 
cooperation with the African 
states, as well as support these 
countries in countered challenges 
posed by the American and 
Israeli policies. 


N. Yemeni team briefed 


MADABA (Petra) — An educa- 
tional team from North Yemen 
on Sunday visited Madaba and 
toured its ’schools, archaeological 
sites and other local places of 
interest. 

The director of education in 
Madaba District. Mr. Deeb Ma- 
jali. accompanied the team and 


briefed them on the educational 
situation there and on plans for 
future development. 

Later, Mr. Zaid Shami, the 
leader of the North Yemeni team 
said that the visit was in the 
framework of cooperation in edu- 
cational affairs between North 
Yemen and Jordan. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Royal Jordanian 
(RJ), the Kingdom’s national car- 
rier and ambassador of goodwill 
around the world, celebrates its 
24th anniversary on Tuesday. 

From a nucleus of propeller- 
driven dart Heralds and a DC 7, 
RJ has grown over the past two 
decades to become an interna- 
tional company serving 42 cities 
around the world with its fleet of 
19 modem aircraft. 

Today, on the eve of the air- 
line's celebration day, Ali Gban- 
dour, chairman of the RJ board 
and chief executive officer, will 
outline the company’s present 
performance and future schemes 
to a large group of local and 
foreign journalists. 

In his press conference, Mr. 
Ghandour, an aeronautical en- 
gineer, will also review the com- 
pany's 1987 financial report, in- 
cluding the operating and non- 
operating profit, in addition to 
figures on RJ’s total traffic per- 
formance, cargo handling, load 
factor, employee productivity 
and mail and excess baggage. 

Based on the results of the first 
seven months, RJ officials fore- 
cast a net profit of JD 4 million, 
excluding foreign exchange pro- 
fits and losses! 

Reports on the company pub- 
lished recently by the Jordan 
Tunes quoted officials as saying 
that part of the profit would 
proceed from the sale to British 
Caledonian of one of the airline's 
two Boeing 747s. The remainder 
would derive from operating pro- 
fit, projected at JD 1.3 million 
this year, and non-operating pro- 
fit, mainly from handling services 
to foreign airlines flying to 
Jordan. 

Royal Jordanian, which 
changed its name from Alia last 
December, took a net loss of JD 
1.78 million, company figures 
show. 

Passenger traffic rose slightly 
to 653,724 in the period January 
to July from 647,493 in the same 
period of 1986, while the seat 
factor rose to 6.3 per cent from 
55.8. and load factor 4.4 per cent 
to 50.6 per cent. Passenger traffic 


from the United States grew 13.3 
percent after a two-year drop. RJ. 
also had a good growth of 11-5 
per cent in traffic to the Far East. 

The airline is gradually replac- 
ing its aging Boeing 707s and 727s 
with European airbuses. It cur- 
rently has one Boeing 747, eight 
Lockheed TriStars, and two A 
310 airbuses. The two airbuses 
are part of six similar aircraft due 
to be delivered to the company by 
1990. One of the remaining four 
airbuses is expected to arrive in 
1988; two others in 1989; and the 
last one in 1990. 

With offices in 100 capitals 
throughout the world, RJ’s new 
routes for 1988 are expected to 
include Montreal, New Delhi and 
Calcutta and possibly Rio de 
Janeiro via Africa. 

Other destinations might in- 
clude Manila and Jakarta, and 
extensions to Australia and Japan 
are under consideration. 

On the occasion of the RJ’s 
24th anniversary, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, made a 
special report covering the com- 
pany's history and development 
and assessing its role in support- 
ing Jordan's economy, tourism 
and culture. 

According to Petra, “RJ 
annually carries a total of two 
million passengers on board its 
aircraft and is making profits de- 
spite the difficult conditions cur- 
rently prevailing in the worldwide 
airline transport industry.’' 

Reviewing RJ's development, 
Petra said u one finds that the 
company is not merely an airline 
establishment. Blather, it is a 
symbol of national independence, 
in addition to its role in' support- 
ing the economy and serving as a 
bndge to link the Kingdom with 
the rest of the world." 

The company's establishment 
in 1963 was an important turning 
point in the Kingdom's history of 
aviation, as it crowned 17 years of 
previous efforts to set up such an 
enterprise. Attempts to form the 
company started in 1946, and 
after a shaky period, the com- 
pany was formed in 1963. 

“Since its inception, Royal 
Jordanian has always served Jor- 
dan's economy. Its total parti- 
cipation in the Kingdom's gross 


King: No talks with Israel outside int’l conference 


(Continued from page 1) 

Lebanese crisis, the King said he 
knew nothing about such a com- 
mittee. But he said that pan-Arab 
efforts were under way for resolv- 
ing the Lebanese problem and 
•Jordan had taken part in such 
efforts along with Algeria and 
“sincerely hopes that common 
ground will be found for estab- 
lishing permanent peace and 
security in Lebanon." 

“It should be said however that 
for the sake of arriving at an 
acceptable solution in Cebanon 
ail Lebanese parties should offer 
compromises and should not dis- 
play extremism in demands." the 
King noted. 

He noted that he had separate- 
ly met with Lebanese President 
Amin Gemayel and Prime Minis- 
ter Salim A1 Hoss and that con- 
tacts with other Lebanese leaders 
were continuing. 

.Asked on Jordan's mediation 
between Syria and Lebanon, the 
King said that Syria was entitled 
to play a major role in ending the 
strife in Lebanon and should be 
supported to play such a role. 

The King denied that the 
Lebanese question did not ac- 
quire the Arab leaders' proper 
attention at the summit and said 
thal the Lebanese question was 
discussed in full in the first two 


days of the summit meeting and 
that a derision was made to help 
resolve Lebanon's economic 
problems through the Arab 
Monetary Fund and that it was 
left to individual Arab states to 
offer whatever bilateral help they 
could to Lebanon. 

Asked whether the Amman 
summit discussed the question of 
Arab financial aid to Jordan and 
other confrontation states, the 
King said that this subject was not 
discussed since the meeting was 
called to examine means of bring- 
ing about a pan-Arab agreement 
and consensus on issues confront- 
ing the Arab Nation. 

Asked to assess the outcome of 
the U.S.-Soviet summit meeting 
in Washington. King Hussein said 
that the summit focused attention 
on nuclear weapons rather than 
regional conflicts. He said he 
believed that regional issues 
should be given attention since 
they form a" permanent source of 
unrest and cause tor instability in 
the world at large. “We actually 
do not know when such questions 
will be discussed by the super- 
powers but in my coming visit to 
the Soviet Union 1 will urge the 
Soviet leaders to tackle the issues 
of the Middle East." King Hus- 
sein noted. 

On the Gulf war. the King said 
that confronting Iran’s threats to 


Arab soil should be tackled by a 
united Arab front and full coop- 
eration in shouldering responsi- 
bility for the defence of Arab 
land. “Perhaps the Arab summit 
has charted the way in this direc- 
tion," the King said. 

Asked to comment on an 
Israeli claim of secret Jordanian- 
Israeti meetings, the King said 
that the only forum for meet- 
ings should be the international 
conference which must be beld 
under U.N. auspices and with the 
participation of all concerned 
parties. 

The King said the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
should be invited to participate as 
“a full-fledged partner because it 
is the sole legitimate representa- 
tive of the Palestinians." 

The King said Jordan was 
ready to resume talks with the 
PLO to coordinate positions on 
the proposed international con- 
ference. 

“We have no differences with 
the PLO... if we want to work 
together the PLO has to say 
whether it is ready to resume 
talks from the point we reached 
in earlier talks,” he said. 

The King said “doors are 
open" between Syria and Iraq 
and did not rule out a resumption 
of diplomatic relations. 


Asked whether Syria and Iraq 
would resume diplomatic ties, he 
said: “I think they will be re- 
sumed later despite the feeling 
that the resumption of diplomatic 
relations is not the end of the 
road. More important than this is 
a common conviction to work 
together and coordinate posi- 
tions.” 

Asked whether Syria and 
Egypt would resume relations, he 
said: “I think the resumption of 
Egyptian-Syrian ties is not ruled 
out and I think it is inevitable that 
Syrian-Egyptian ties be resumed. 
This is natural and will take place 
sooner or later." 

He said the fact that Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak backed, 
the peace conference meant 
Egypt “has abandoned the Camp 
David solution.” 

The King said Jordan main- 
tained “natural relations" with 
the United States “although we 
differ on many positions." 

“We have turned after the dif- 
ficulties we ran up against to the. 
Soviet Union and Europe for 
arms, and we have actually 
obtained Soviet and European 
weapons," said the King. 

He said be attached ''particular 
importance'’ to his visit to the 
Soviet Union and meetings with 
Soviet leader Mikhail S. Gor- 
bachev. 


domestic product (GDP) stands 
at 3 per cent,” Petra said. 

RJ has also helped in estab- 
lishing the Arab World’s only 
executive jet charter company — 
Arab Wings — in 1975. The 
company is a joint project be- 
tween RJ (64 per cent) and the 
government of Oman (36 per 
cent). 

RJ’s engine overhaul and 
maintenance division is one of the 
few of its kind in the Middle East 
and Far East and it offers its 
services to many airline com- 
panies in the Middle East. 

In addition, RJ. in cooperation 
with Iraqi Airways, has founded 
the Arab Air Cargo Company, 
and the door remains open for 
the participation of other in- 
terested Arab aviation com- 
panies. 

The Jordanian flagship has also 
helped the government of Sierre 
Leone to set up its national air- 
line company by offering technic- 
al expertise and leasing to Sierre 
Leone one of the company's air- 
craft. It bas also cooperated with 
the government of Sudan to orga- 
nise the Sudanese airline com- 
pany. ! 

As for its contribution to the 
tourism industry in Jordan, RJ, 1 
highly dependent on the move- 
ment of tourism, has promoted 
Jordan’s historical and archaeolo- 
gical attractions through its 
offices worldwide and through 
participation in international 
tourism exhibitions and confer- 
ences. 

Publications issued by the com- 
pany to promote Jordan’s tourism 
potentials and sites are Royal 
Wings, an English-language 
magazine and Ai Ajniha, an Ara- 
bic-language magazine. In addi- 
tion, the company has its own 
foikloric troupe. 

Symposium to 
discuss drug 
production and 
quality control 

AMMAN (Petra) — A four-day 
symposium organised by the 
Arab Federation of Producers of' 
Drugs and Medical Appliances 
begins today . 

Dr. Subhi Tibi, member of the 
federation's board of directors 
and chairman of the symposium, 
told the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, that the symposium will 
focus on a number of working 
papers on the objectives of the 
federation and the pharmaceutic- 
als industry in Jordan and the 
Arab World as a whole. Dr. Tibi 
said that participants in the meet- 
ing will discuss, specifically, drug 
conrol, packaging and storage 
according to the criteria followed by 
drug producers in Switzerland 
and the U.S. 

Dr. Tibi noted that the sympo- 
sium's recommendations will be 

K ted to the Council of Arab 
Ministers for approvaL 
T aking part in the symposium 
are 128 participants, representing 
12 Arab countries, in addition to 
experts from the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), the United 
Nations Industrial Development 
Organisation (UNIDO), the 
Swiss-based Drug Control Office, 
foe Food and Drug Administra- 
tion in the U.S. and a number of 
specialists from pan- Arab and re- 
gional organisations. 


By Nenneen Murad 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Arab philosophers met here on Sunday 
for the first session of a three-day conference 
tackling philosophical issues, 20th century schools of 
philosophy and the formation of an Arab philo- 
sophical society. 

The Second Arab Conference Today, the Crown Prince said, 
on Philosophy was opened by the Arab questions whether the 
Senator Akram Zu'aitar, deputis- thoughts and activities of the con- 
ing for His Royal Highness temporary Arab intelligentsia 
Crown Prince Hassan. In his stem from the reality of the sode- 


Arab philosophers should, 
through this conference, find and 
establish a separate, specialised 
Arab philosophy, carrying its 
own individual personality, with a 
solid basis which stem from the 
reality of our sociology, psycholo- 
gy and ideologies. 

“This philosophy should join 
past with present and should be 
an image of the beliefs of oar 
nation, its history, aspirations 
and its reality." Dr. Majali said, 
adding that only through a new 
authentic Arab philosophy could 




welcomed the Arab philosophers 
to Jordan,'“the country in which 
roads meet and do not part, and 
in which thinkers discuss and do 
not argue even if they differ." 

Prince Hassan saicr that the 
“strategic position of Jordan has 
ingrained in our souls , over the 
years, the belief in the relativity 
of knowledge and the integration 
of reality and taught us that centr- 
ism, or the middle ground, joins 
in its essence the important part 
of each side, leaving 10 extremism 
its vices.' ,, 

The Crown Prince pointed out 
that in Arab-Islamic society “a 
belief in the limitation of abilities 
of an individual or a united nation 
or one age has spread.-Onr philo- 
sophers have insisted that realty 
in any field is not absolute; 
rather, it comes together over the 
ages, not through one individual 
but through the efforts of many 
people; not through the en- 
deavours of one nation but 
through the united efforts of 
many nations." 

Thus, he added, philosophers 
agreed that reality or truth will 
not come from one line of 
thought and that differences in 

r on are a “godly blessing.” 
ugh these convictions, philo- 
sophers rid themselves of “nar- 
row-minded sectarianism or fana- 
ticism" and, instead, adopted 
different theories, and the en- 
deavour of scientific discussion 
began. 

Hence, “comments and coun- 
ter-comments" were an indirect 
written dialogue between scho- 
lars and philosophers throughout 
the ages, the Crown Prince said. 
The Islamic caliphs and princes 
took good care of scientists and 
philosophers, paying tribute to 
the services they render to the 
society. 


their nation, or if they follow a 
certain curriculum of thought or a 
line of thinking arrived at through 
comprehensive research, or 
whether their curricula stem from 
the research of other societies, 
based on thoughts and aspirations 
other than our own hopes and 
aims.’ “To what extent do our 
philosophers understand their sci- 
ence and to what extent is there a 
.rational debate among them?" 
Prince Hassan asked. 

The Crown Prince concluded 
his speech by pointing out that 
“the eyes of the intellectuals of 
our nation are currently pivoting 
on this conference and are await- 
ing its debates, discussions and 
recommendations. • I hope that 
you will not fail them he said to 
the philosophers gathered at the 
conference. - 

University of Jordan President 
Abdul Salam Al Majali also wel- 
comed the participants, saying 
that “the problems facing the 
world today — some which 
threaten culture and humanity 
and others which arouse in the 
human soul anxiety and fear — . 
make it imperative for philo- 
sophers, doctors and intellectuals 
to direct the results of our science 
towards eliminating the causes of 
danger.” He stressed that this 
would not be achieved except by 
understanding the relationship 
between science and reality ana 
through constructive research 
into ideas and aims. 

Dr. Majali also told Arab phi- 
losophers that they must be 
aware of recurrent attempts by 
certain Western intellectuals to 
create doubts over the authentic- 
ity of Islamic and Arab philoso- 
phy. He said -.this was an 
indication of their denial of the 
abilities of the Arab mind to excel 
and invent; therefore, he added, 


the new Arab mind and the new 
Arab.” 

But, Dr. Majali emphasised 
that building a new Arab philoso- 
phy should not divert Arab socie- 
ty from being a part of the phi- 
losophy which deals with current 
issues and thoughts, and that we 
should walk hand in hand with all 
that is new in this science. He said 
that we should not let a chance to 
learn and exchange ideas bypass 
us, so we do not fall into the pit of 
fanaticism nor stand still while 
the world around us is moving. 

.At the beginning of the confer-' 
ence, the vioesdeaaof the Faculty 
of Arts at the University of Jor- 
dan and president of the prepara- 
tory committee for the confer- 
ence, Ahmad Madi, gave a gener- 
al introduction to the conference 
pointing out that it was consi- 
dered to be the first united effort 
between the University of Jordan 
and the Arab Unity Research 
Centre. He expressed hope that 
this type of cooperation would 
continue to contribute to the 
growth of the Arab cultural 
movement. 

Dr. Madi also called for the 
establishment of a society for 
Arab philosophers, which would 
work towards uniting their 
efforts. The society would hold 
specialised meetings and confer- 
ences to study and solve current 
Arab and Islamic philosop&cal 
problems, as well as publish a 
magazine aimed at spreading phi- 
losophical thought, particularly 
the study of reality in the Arab 
Nation. 

Attending the opening session 
on Sunday were Minister of Plan- 
ning Dr. Taher Kanaan and a 
number of government officials, 
in addition to deans and profes- 
sors from the University of 
Jordan. 


Irbid holds municipal elections today 


IRBID (J.T.) — Irbid residents 
will cast their votes today to elect 
nine members to serve in the 
municipal council for the next 
four years. 

A total of 37.500 people, out of 
an estimated population of 
150,000, have registered for vot- 
ing in the election, contested for 
by 18 candidates grouped into 
two separate blocs. 

According to the Department 
of Statistics, nearly 55 per cent of 
Irbid's population is under 18 
years old and, therefore, ineligi- 
ble to vote. The total number of 
eligible is nearly 69,000. 

Local authorities said on Sun- 
day that voters will be casting 
ballots at 53 different polling sta- 
tions around the city of Irbid, and 
.that 28 committees have been 
formed to count the votes under 
the supervision of judges from 
Irbid Govern orate. 

Irbid Mayor Abdul Razzak 
Tubeishat, who has already 
served for two successive terms, 


leads the “Cooperative Bloc," ing all the brick and stone factor- 
while Sami Ersbridat, the muniri- which are scattered around 


pality’s chief engineer, leads the 
“Reform Bloc.” 

Interviewed on the eve of the 
election by Al Ra’i Arabic daily, 
Dr. Tubeishat said he hopes to 
succeed for a third time, in order 
to complete the work that has 
been started over the past years. 
“My bloc's plans include prog- 
rammes for mending roads m 
Irbid, building public gardens and 
libraries and creating social, 
sports and youth dubs,” Dr. 
Tubeishat said. Dr. Tubeishat 
admitted that his council has not 
been able to carry out its prog- 
rammes in frill in past years for 
reasons beyond its control. One 
of the plans that should have 
been implemented involved mov- 


ies which are scattered around 
the dty and within the residential 
districts to an area outside Irbid, 
he said. 

Mr. Ersheidat for his part, said 
that he had served 22 years as 
engineer for Irbid Municipality 
and has come to realise the needs 
and the demands of the local 
population. He said his bloc plans 
to tackle the prospects of creating 
a terminal for trucks outside the 
city and maintaining snail hand- 
icraft and light mdustrial plants 
within the city. ’ 


AMMAN BOOKSHOP 
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Arabs keep up violent protests I OIC condemns Israeli actions 



(Continued from page 1) 
Shamir claimed the situation was 
under control and denied sugges- 
tions that a civil rebellion was 
taking place. 

The Palestine Press Service 
listed names, ages and injuries of 
27 Arabs who were treated in 
Shifa hospital after being hurt in 
demonstrations in Gaza. It said 
17 Palestinians were injured by 
army gunfire, most in the hands 
or feet, and six others had been 
beaten by soldiers. 

Shifa officials said three were 
in serious condition and had been 
transferred to other hospitals. 

Hugh Schofield, a reporter for 
BBC radio, said he saw about 30 
soldiers break into the Shifa hos- 
pital compound in Gaza City and 
beat Arabs who were throwing 
stones. He said one soldier fired 
rubber pellets inside the hospit- 
al's main building. 

In the West Bank town of 
Hebron, two Palestinian students 


were injured. Israel Radio said 1 
Arab protesters threw stones at 
an Israeli bus carrying a number 
of soldiers, three of whom were 
injured by flying glass. The sol- 
diers chased the stone-throwers 
and two Arabs were shot. 

Army spokesman said five 
Arabs were wounded, four in 
Gaza and one in Hebron. An 
Israeli soundman working for a 
foreign TV network was hospital- 
ised with facial injuries after 
being stoned in Gaza. 

Commercial strikes were re- 
ported in the West Bank towns of 
Ramallah and Nablus. Soldiers 
lifted and then reimposed a cur- 
few on the Balata refugee camp 
near Nablus, where four Arabs 
were killed, including two 11- 
year-old boys, on Friday. 

Palestinian sources said nearly 
all shopkeepers closed their 
stores in Gaza, Nablus and 
Ramallah. 


(Continued from page 1) 
cause and work towards liberat- 
ing the occupied territories and 
Jerusalem. 

“We cooperate with various 
international organisations to- 
wards achieving the goal of liber- 
ating (the occupied territories) 
and the holy places" under Israeli 
control, he said. “The Security 
Council is often our only option 
since Israel is well entrenched 
and continues to reject any move 
towards peace,” he said. 

He noted that the proposal for 
an international conference on 
the Middle East enjoys the back- 
ing of the U.N. General Assem- 
bly. “The trouble is that Israel, 
with backing from the U.S. has 
rejected the (General Assembly) 
resolution,” he pointed out. 

Mr. Pirzada believes that the 
superpowers are cashing on the 
Arab World’s lack of unity. Re- 
ferring to the recent superpower 
summit, Mr. Pirzada said the. 


results were welcome steps to the 
extent that they eliminated a class 
of nuclear weapons. “However, 
we saw no tangible results 
achieved on the Middle East, the 
Gulf war nor Afghanistan," he' 
said. 

The scheduled meeting of OIC 
foreign ministers in March was 
discussed by Mr. Pirzada and 
Grown Prince Hassan on Sunday. 
Mr. Pirzada said that the mam 
issues on the agenda for the 
meeting would be the Gulf war, 
the raestmian problem, Afgha- 
nistan, problems in African coun- 
tries and cooperation among Isla- 
mic countries. 

An invitation will be sent to 
Iran and the necessary efforts will 
be made to induce the Iranians to 
participate, he said. “Usually 
they (the Iranians) attend the 
meeting of foreign ministers 
which is beld annually,” he said. 
Iran did not attend foe last OIC 
summit, held in Kuwait 
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BY all counts, published and unpublished, what is going on in 
the Israeli-occupied territories, particularly in Gaza, cannot be 
considered as one of the regular, slight spasms in the 
Palestinian struggle against Israel. While a resounding remin- 
der of the fact that the Palestinians are no longer afraid of 
Israeli bullets, the violent demonstrations in the occupied lands 
also show that the situation has grown into head-on dash: and, 
given the right momentum, it could explode into something that 
no occupying power could ever hope to quell. Time and time 
again, the occupation forces have rejected all moves towards 
peace, adding fuel to Palestinian frustration and anger. At the 
same time, the Palestinians have received very little practical 
help from the outside. Living under drcumstances too bearable 
for most to endure and seeing that little hope is offered from 
outside, the Palestinians appear to have realised and accepted 
that the solution to their problem must be initiated from within 
their own ranks, and that the first step towards that end is to 
make the territories ungovernable for the Israelis. To them, 
demonstrations, strikes or the throwing of a single stone, are 
better than waiting for a solution which may never materialise. 
Their acts of demonstrations and violent protest move them 
along the way to making the occupied territories a hotbed, that 
could prove to be the spark which ignites in Israel's face. 

Despite the censorship applied in the occupied territories, it 
is apparent that the real battle is the battle of the people. The 
iron is hot, now, and it is time for the Arabs to use this 
opportunity to apply pressure through all means available. 
Diplomatic leverage must be used. Support — moral and 
financial — must be extended to our Palestinian brothers and 
sisters to maintain their steadfastness. Moreover, it is the 
responsibility of the Arab countries to assist the Palestinians in 
stepping up the momentum of their active struggle. 

We salute the Palestinians for their recent efforts in resisting 
the Israeli oppressor and hope that these episodes continue to 
prove that the Palestinians possess the power to ignite the spark 
of their liberation. 




running short in occupied territories 


THE ON-GOING^ uprising in the West Bank and Gaza Strip is a 
sample of the catastrophe that lies ahead which Lord Winchilsea, 
the head of the fact-finding British delegation which concluded its 
visit to the occupied territories on the eve of the Reagan- 
Gorbachev summit, has predicted. The upheaval in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip is also a warning that Palestinian resistance is on the 
rise as long as Israeli occupation persists. The Black December 
week in which at least eight Palestinian Arabs were shot to death' 
and dozens injured by Israeli troops attempting to disperse 
Palestinian demonstrations could very well go down in the Middle 
East history as the watershed which will determine the future 
course of events in the occupied territories. 

Lord Winchilsea and his accompanying delegation have warned 
of an “imminent human catastrophe” in the occupied territories. 
To quote but some of bis words expressing this gloomy forecast. 
Loro Winchilsea said: “There is a new anefimmediate danger of a 
human catastrophe leading to the death of thousands of innocent 
people... and a rapid slide towards an uncontrolable and violent 
confrontation between the unarmed inhabitants of the occupied 
territories and the Israeli occupation troops." He incorporated such 
admonitions in the report that he forwarded to British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher on the eve of her meeting with Soviet 
Leader Mikhail Gorbachev who was en route to Washington for his 
summit with President Ronald Reagan. And judging by the results 
of the Reagan-Gorbachev summit, the warning of Lord Winchilsea 


and like minded well informed people has failed to make a dent in 
ihe U.S. opposition to the principle of holding an international 
peace conference on the Middle East. The Arab-Israeli conflict 
ended up being one of the principal sour points on which the two 
leaders could not agree. That means that the Arabs must wait a lot 
longer for a breakthrough in their quest for an honourable and 
durable peace in the Middle East. To ne sure, such a breakthrough 
is not likely to occur prior to the Israeli and U.S. elections late next 
.‘year, albeit, the projections about the outcome of these elections 
So not look promising as far as peace in the region is concerned. 

On the Arab side, it would help a great deal if the Arab house is 
put in a better order: for inspite of the unprecedented solidarity 
achieved between the Arab leaders at last month’s summit, there is 
still a great deal to be done. The Arab inhabitants of the occupied 
territories are still waiting for clearer signals from the Arab World 
about the future course of events. They are no longer content with 
pious remarks about the international peace conference. They are 
demanding immediate, more action-oriented steps, as their recent 
uprising most clearly demonstrates. Their patience with the Israelis 
■and the Arab World is obviously wearing thin. 

As for the Israeli side of the equation, the Israelis will be well 
advised to heed the words of their Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
who summed up the Arab-Israeli situation well when he told some 
right-wing parliamentarians in the wake of the stabbing to death of 
an Israeli settler in Gaza City last week that the Israelis must reckon 


with reality and choose between giving up 300 square kilometresn 
the Gaza Strip or 650,000 hostile Palestinians projected to beco^ 
one million at the turn of the century that-come with it. Thetn> 
lode and rationale of this can and should bfc extended to the fys 
Bank as well where 750,000 Palestinian Arabs still live and whos 
number is also expected to swell to one million by the year 2000-. 
mere 12 years away. And although Mr. Peres and like-minde, 
Israelis have started" to comprehend the time-bomb awaiting fl*} 
country if their occupation of Arab territories continues mud 
longer" we in the Arab World have been voicing such concerns- 
lone time ago. The clear Arab message to the Israelis has been ai 
alon® to choose between peace and territory. In other worth tin 
Israelis cannot have their cake and eat it. Yet Arab warnings fell o, 
deaf ears in Israel and elsewhere especially in Washington, li 
U.S. leverage with the Israelis and in particular with the Uh, 
leadership has yet to be tapped in favour of permanent peace in fa- 
Middle East. But we in the Arab World- understand fully fo 
Charies Percv syndrome — the U.S. Senator who lost power am 
prestige because of his balanced views bn the Arab-Isra^ 
conflict. • Its lessons obviously hang heavily on the minds am 
consciences of many U.S. men and women seeking positions o 
power and dor)' with their political system. That’s why am 
breakthrough in the Arab-Israeli conflict must be sought froif 
within the Arab and Israeli constituencies themselves. AJasneitha 
side has done its home work on solid grounds yet. 


West Bank, Gaza uprising highlights human time bomb 


By Paul Taylor 

Reuter 

TEL AVIV — Children are in the 
front line of Palestinian uprising 
sweeping the occupied West 
Bank ana Gaza Strip, highlight- 
ing a human time bomb ticking 
on Israel's doorstep. 

Demonstrators who stoned 
Israeli troops, hurled petrol 
bombs, barricaded streets and 
burnt tyres over the last week had 
an average age of about 15. 

Five or the six protesters shot 
dead by the Israeli array since last 
Wednesday were teenagers. The 
youngest was an 11-year-old boy. 

“Tfiev are the children of the 
occupation, bom under Israeli 
rule.” said Bernard Mills, direc- 
tor of the U.N. Relief and Works 


Agency for Palestinian Refugees 
in Gaza. 

“What is frightening is that 
they are simply not afraid any 
more," he said. 

The uprising has been most 
severe in the squalid refugee 
camps, where impoverished fami- 
lies have little to lose. 

Few Israeli civilians now dare 
venture into the teeming coastal 
strip. Even the 3,000 hardened 
Jewish settlers, who live behind 
forests of barbed wire on 30 per 
cent of Gaza's scarce land, travel 
only armed and in convoys. 

The daily Hadashot, in a com- 
parison heard increasingly fre- 
quently among Israelis, said in an 
editorial: “Since 1967, the Gaza 
Strip and parts of (the West 
Bank) have become more and 


more like Soweto in South Afri- 
ca. maybe worse." 

It said the areas were “densely 
populated, poor, with shameful 
living conditions and full of 
hatred.” 

“It is no secret that Israeli 
soldiers are scared today to enter 
those areas,” Hadashot said. 

. The scale and ferocity of the 
latest wave of demonstrations 
surprised Israeli politicians and 
editors. Military commanders 
went on state radio to try to 
reassure the public that rhe army 
was in control. 

Israeli and Palestinian editors 
agreed the demonstrations began 
spontaneously in Gaza after four 
Arab workers were killed by an 
Israeli army truck last Tuesday. 

Yehuda Litani, in an analvsis in 


Arms treaty a win 
Washington’s do< 


for Shuitz, 
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AI Ra'i: King campaigns for Arab solidarity 

KING Hussein on Saturday continued his moves on the pan-Arab 
front by embarking on a tour of Arab Gulf states for talks with their 
leaders’ on ways of enhancing the outcome and the resolutions of the 
Amman summit. The talks with the Arab leaders cover the situation 
in the Gulf which was tackled by the summit held here last month, 
and which succeeded in bringing about agreement and consensus 
among Arab states on various" important issues confronting them at 
present. The current tour is designed to corroborate the resolutions 
taken at the summit and enhance the drive towards safeguarding 
Arab security and protecting Arab homeland from external aggres- 
sion. The implementation of the Amman summit resolutions would 
be a translation of the will of Arab leaders into practice, something 
which would no doubt gain more credibility for the Arabs in the 
international arena. King Hussein's current tour is taking into 
consideration the time element which is crucial in the present 
circumstances, and calls for speedy action on the pan-Arab front. 
The Arabs cannot take the initiative in resolving their problems 
unless they are united and agreed on the steps that should be taken in 
the coming stage: and unless the) have the determination and will to 
unite they can never achieve their objectives. The King's current 
endeavours represent a period in which Arab resolutions are being 
translated into action, and there is no doubt that the monarch's 
moves are aimed at fulfilling the aspirations of the Arab masses. 

AI Dustour: King follows on summit 
resolutions 

KING Hussein s tour of Gulf Arab states comes in the wake of a 
successful Arab summit in Amman during which the King was 
instrumental in bringing about consensus and agreement among the 
Arabs on basic issue's of concern to their countries. The King’s visits 
to Gulf countries constitute an important stage in his on-going efforts, 
to rally the Arabs, and is pan of a long series of endeavours which 
started in Damascus, and was followed b_v visits to Baghdad. Saudi 
Arabia, and Egypt. One can see that this tour coincides with serious 
developments m our region and comes at a time when the Arab states 
are in need of unity and joint action. The visit to the Gulf comes 
against a background of serious escalations in the Gulf conflict and at 
a time when Iran threatens to launch a new offensive against Iraq and 
possibly against Arab states in the Gulf region. One can say that this 
tour is also pan of the King’s efforts to corroborate the resolutions of 
the Amman summit and enhance the brotherly atmosphere which 
prevailed at the meeting in Amman. We hope that the Gulf states will 
respond to these efforts by embarking on a more effective role to 
boost the joint Arab action at this crucial stage, and we sincerely 
hope that the King's tour will achieve its aspired goals. 

Sawt AI Shaab: U.S.. Israel stand against 
peace 

ISRAEL and its ally the United States continue to reject the only 
chance for peace in the Middle East as was manifest in their voring 
against a resolution for holding an international conference taken at- 
the United Nations General Assembly. Israel's rejection of the idea 
of the conference and the U.S. support for Israel's stand have had 
their negative impact on the European nations which chose to refrain 
from voting on the motion at the U.N. General Assembly meeting. 
The Europeans have been welcoming the idea of the conference as 
was dear in their Brussels declaration but under U.N.-Israeli 
pressure they succumbed arid turned their back to the Arabs. Such 
European stand can only encourage Israel and the U rated States to 
block all paths leading to a settlement. But the U.N. General 
.Assembly's vote which was 134 for the idea of the conference can and 
should be regarded as a victory for Jordan s diplomacy and for the 
Arab struggle for the achievement of a just and permanent peace. 


By Michael Battye 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON - At a summit 
lunch held in his honour last 
week, Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev stopped himself in mid- 
speech to shake hands with two 
men he credited with concluding 
the new superpower arms control- 
pact. 

For Secretary of State George 
Shultz, whom Gorbachev hon- 
oured along with Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze, 
it was a sweet moment. 

It marked a major victory for 
Shultz — who celebrated his 67th 
birthday on Sunday — in the 
often bitter government in-fight- 
ing for which Washington is 
famous. 

Since he took the job of secret- 
ary of state more than five years 
ago until very recently, Shultz 
battled with Pentagon hardliners 
who did not share his enthusiasm 
for arms control. 

He has also been hit with critic- 
ism for his role in the Iran-contra 
scandal and what some analysts 
called his neglect of areas such as 
the Middle "East and southern 
.Africa. 

But last week, when President 
Reagan and Gorbachev signed 
the intermediate-range nuclear 
forces (INF) treaty. Shultz basked 
in the victory of having shepherded 
through she world’s first major 
disarmament pact and the first 
arms control treaty of the Reagan 
presidency. 

Through intensive talks with 
Shevardnadze in Moscow, Gene- 
va and Washington. Shuitz and ! 
the Soviet foreign minister re- ' 
fused to give up until the long- 
sought treaty was complete — i 
just two weeks before the third j 
Reagan-Gorbachev summit. j 

Even Shultz's critics gave him 
plaudits. 

“He showed himself to be a 
man with a strong personality, 
obviously very bright and tough 
in a certain way." said Bruce 
Weinrod, chief analyst at the 
conservative Heritage Founda- 
tion. usually critical of Shultz's 
pragmatic approach to East- West 
relations. 

Those who know Shultz say the 
treaty was a tribute to his quiet 
persistence — which helped him 
outlast a cast of Pentagon critics. 

Missing at last week's lunch 
was Caspar Weinberger, who quit 
as defence secretary last month 
after years of suspicion of the 
wisdom of signing any arms 
treaties with Moscow. 

Nor was there Richard Perle, 
who. until his resignation as assis- 
tant secretary of defence earlier 
this year, had seemed even more 


opposed to the INF treaty than 
Weinberger. 

Also absent was Frank Gaff- 
ney. another Pentagon official 
who opposed the treaty and was 
forced out just weeks ago by 
Weinberger's more pragmatic 
successor, Frank Carlucri. 

“His (Gaffney’s) job,” said one 
senior State Department official 
closely involved in arms control 
talks, “seemed to be to turn up at 
meetings to say no.” 

James Blaker, a former Penta-. 
gon official, said Shultz’s per- 
formance on the treaty — which 
banned missiles with ranges from 
500-5.000 kilometres — was 
almost flawless. 

"Shultz just plain outman- 
oeuvred Cap (Weinberger) and 
Richard (Perle),” said Blaker. 
now an arms control analysts at 
the private Hudson Institute. 

“He used his access to the- 
president and energised his staff, 
to fight the bureaucratic battles at 
a lower level, and that's no mean 
feat.” he said. : 

Echoed Robert Hunter, an 
analyst with the private Centre 
for Strategic and International 
Studies: “there is no question 
that Shultz was of considerable 
help in keeping things moving 


survivor 


while the Pentagon was trying to . 
knock things back.” 

But the analysts said that the 
INF accord, and a possible so- 
called START treaty halving su- 
perpower arsenals of long-range 
missiles that Reagan and Gor- 
bachev want to sign next year, 
may be the highest marks of 
Shultz's tenure. 

“When we talk of Shultz's suc- 
cesses, we are talking about a 
veiv specific range of issues, 
which are those which President 
Reagan cares about, INF and 
START," Hunter said. 

Hunter and other analysts said. 
Shultz — who has held other 
posts in past Republican adminis- 
trations — had made little or no 
impact in key foreign policy 
areas. 

They said he neglected possibili- 
ties for forging a peace between 
Israel and the Arab World, of 
backing an ineffective policy in 
Central America and getting no- 
where in crisis-tom southern 
Africa. 

The analysts also said Shultz 
has to bear a part of the blame for 
the Iran-contra scandal that pro- 
duced Reagan's worst foreign 
policy crisis. 
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the Jerusalem Post, said the 
youthful protesters were embol- 
dened by the success of a Palesti- 
nian fighter who killed six Israeli 
soldiers in a hang-glider raid on 
northern Israel on November 25. 

Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) leaders encouraged 
the demonstrators in an effort lo 
draw the Palestinian problem to 
the attention of President Ronald 
Reagan and Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev at their 
Washington summit. Litani 
claimed. 

But foreign relief workers said 
the demonstrators needed no out- 
side incitement. 

"This place is a disaster waiting 
to happen. The slightest spark 
and Gaza explodes.” an interna- 
tional relief official said. 


The children’s revolt has 
sparked debate about what 
Israelis call the demographic time 
bomb in the territories. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres, head of the Labour Party, 
last week floated the idea of 
demilitarising the Gaza Strip and 
dismantling Jewish settlements 
there. 

He asked whether Israel really 
wanted 650,000 hostile Palesti- 
nians for the sake of 300 sq kms 
of territory, noting that the Gaza 
population would be one million 
by the year 2000. 

A government survey quoted 
by the daily Haaretz on Sunday 
sSiov-eJ that almost 60 per cent of 
Gaze's population was under the 
age of 19 — bom since Israel 
occupied the area and the West 


Bank in the 1967 Middle E 
war. 

Official Israeli statistics sfa 
that if Israel holds on to 
territories, there will be net 
three million Arabs living ah) 
side four million Jews tut 
Israeli rule at the start of the 2 
century. 

Liberal politicians such 
veteran former Foreign Mini* 
Abba Eban say this means 1 st 
will have to choose betwt 
being a democracy and beinj 
Jewish state. 

Right-wing Prime Minister > 
zhak Shamir and his' Likud B 
say time is on Israel's side and - 
answer is in tougher law-ai 
order and more Jewish set) 
meat. 
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By Jose Katigbak 

Reuter 

MANILA — Warships, troops 
and bulletproof cars will shield 
non-Com munist Asian leaders 
meeting in the strife-torn Philip- 
pines this week in their first sum- 
mit in a decade. 

Fears for their safety are domi- 
nating the run-up to the Associa- 
tion of South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) talks in Manila and 
threaten to draw the spotlight 
away from their discussions'of 
politics and economics. 

The unprecedented protection 
follows a wave of bomb incidents 
apparently orchestrated by right- 
wing enemies of Philippine Presi- 
dent Corazoa Aquino to disrupt 
the summit. 

Police have described the ex- 
plosions and attempted bombings 
as a serious threat to the stability 
of the Philippines, already racked 
by five attempted coups against 
President Corazon Aquino's gov- 
ernment and an 18-year-old Com- 
munist insurgency. 

The December 14-15 talks will 
be attended by the presidents of 
Indonesia and the Philippines, 
the prime ministers of Malaysia, 
Thailand and Singapore and" the 
sultan of Brunei. 



"Security by land, sea and air 
wili be total," a Philippine mifit- 
pjy officer said. 

It would be a major propagan- 
da victory for leftist guerrillas or 
rightist army rebels and a deep 
embarrassment for Aquino if the 
summit were attacked and broke 
up in chaos. . 

A foreign ministry spokesman 
said Indonesia would send three 
landing craft and two escort ves- 
sels to ferry bodyguards, bullet- 
proof cars, a helicopter and soph- 
isticated communication equip- 
ment for president Suharto’s pro- 
tection. 

. He said Malaysian naval ships 
were due to arrive as a guard for 
Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohamad. 

All the leaders are expected to 
bring their own bodyguards and 
bulletproof cars. 

As a measure of concern over 
security. Filipino authorities have 
trimmed the original three-day 
summit to two days and confined 
all activities to one site. 

Ten thousand troops and police 
are to be deployed in and around 
Manila and helicopters and navy 
patrol boats will be provided for 
each AStAN leader for quick 
escape in case of attacks on the 
conference site on Manila bay. ! 






The Philippine Plaza He 
where the leaders are to stay t 
.be cordoned off and the air sp; 
above will be closed to unauil 
rised aircraft. 

Police said they had uncover 
a plot to disrupt the talks with 1 
'arrest on Thursday of a suppor 
of former President Ferdiiia. 
Marcos in possession of 250 sth 
of dynamite. 

Police who detained busini 
man and electronics expr 
Roberto Eusebio said they a 
found several sets of military o 
forms in his apartment, indicati. 
there was a plot to infiltrate l- 
summit’s layers of protection. 

“We aborted other plans 
bomb several places in Man! 
It’s still possible there are S. 
several other places where bom 
may have been planted. I ha 
directed police to look for them 
said Brigadier-General Alexa 
der Aguirre, the Manila ar 
military commander. 
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A financial famine 



UNICEF News Feature 

THE NET flow of finance in the 
world is now heavily from the 
poor countries to the rich, 
according to a new report from 
the United Nations Children’s 
Fund, UNICEF. 

Balancing all new aid and loans 
against the flow back of debt and 
interest payments, the “bottom 
line" is that approximately $27 
billion a year is now flowing from 
the developing nations to the 
industrialised world. In 1981, the 
net flow was over $40 billion a 
year — in the opposite direction. 
And this dramatic about-face has 
happened, says UNICEF, at a 
time when prices for the develop- 
ing world's raw materials are at 
their lowest for fifty years. 

The result, says UNICEFs 
State of the World's Children 
report for 1988, is a ‘financial 
famine 1 . 

Children’s recession 

Not all nations have suffered 
equally. Several of the most 
populous countries of Asia, in- 
cluding India and China, have 
been able to insulate themselves 
from the worst of the recession. 
But in the 1980s, more than 70 
governments, mainly in Africa 
and Latin America, have had to 
implement “adjustment policies" 
to reduce balance-of-payments 
deficits, honour debt repayments, 
and fry to get stalled economies 
going again. 

Young children have suffered 
most. “They are the ones whose 
families have least scope for mak- 
ing economies and have had to 
cut back on necessities," says the 
UNICEF report, “and they are 
the ones who are most dependent 
on the health services and food 
subsidies which so many govern- 
ments have cut back as a way of 
adjusting to recession." 

As a result, clinics are being 
closed, teachers are being laid 
oft, and malnutrition is on the 
increase in many nations. UN- 
ICEF studies show that “the well- 
being of the young has been 
measurably deteriorating in at 
least thirty nations of the de- 
veloping world." 

“But sacrificing the growth of 
today’s children for the growth of 
tomorrow’s economy," com- 
ments UNICEF’s Executive 
Director, James P. Grant, 
“makes neither economic sense 
nor human sense.” 

“It cannot be stressed too 
often," continues Grant, “that 
the young child cannot just ‘ride 
out' such periods of austerity. A 
child who has to go without 
adequate food or health care in 
those years will not grow to his or 
her physical or mental potential. 
There is no second chance.” 


The alternatives 

The UNICEF report also ex- 
amines practical alternatives to 
present adjustment policies. 
Arguing that low-cost services for 
the majority — such as immunisa- 
tion and other primary health 
care programmes — should be 
maintained at all costs, the report 
argues that such services can be 
afforded even in difficult econo- 
mic times. 


“It is not a question of inevita- 
bilities but of priorities.” says 
Grant. “Even if a government 
has to make spending cuts, there 
is a choice about exactly where 
those cuts should be made. In 
defence or in the health of its 
people? In subsidies to airlines 
serving the richest 2 per cent or to 
food programmes serving the 
poorest 20 per cent? And even if 
spending on health and education 
does have to take its share of the 
financial strain, there remains a 
choice about whether to cut the 
budgets of universities or primary 
schools, city hospitals or rural 
health clinics, cardiac research or 
child immunisation prog- 
rammes." 

In particular, most developing 
nations could take advantage of 
today’s major opportunities for 
promoting child health by low- 
cost means — and especially by 
informing and supporting parents 
in applying today’s knowledge 
about such basic health actions as 
immunisation, oral re-hydration 
therapy, birth spacing/ breast- 
feeding, safe weaning, growth 
monitoring, control of respiratory 
infections, safe motherhood, and 
basic home hygiene. “These are 
the areas of action which could 
cut child deaths and child mal- 
nutrition by half, says UNICEF, 
“and these are the areas where 
action is possible at such low cost 
that it can be afforded by almost 
any nation and by almost any 
family even in such difficult eco- 
nomic times.” 



“Most of the growth of a human brain and body is completed in the 
first five years of life. There is no second chance. Children who have to 
go without adequate food or health care in those years will be unable 
to develop to their full potential today — and unable to make their full 
contribution to society tomorrow.” — the 1988 State of the World’s 
Children report from UNICEF (Photograph by Mike Goldwater/ 
Network!. 


International action 

Some nations are attempting to 
protect the poorest from the 
woret effects of recession. In- 
donesia, for example, faced with 
the need to cut spending as a 
result of falling oil revenues, has 
cut hospital investment costs by 
75 per cent at the same time as 
stepping up essential health ser- 
vices in 47.000 villages. And in 
Algeria, where cuts have been 
made this year in eveiy ministry 
except the Ministry of Health, 
hospital spending has also been 
held back while the nation 
attempts to put oral rehydration 
therapy, immunisation, and clean 
water at the disposal of every 
family. 

But the UNICEF report points 
out that “for some countries, 
national action alone cannot be 
sufficient, even with the most 
heroic political and economic 
efforts.” If economic growth is to 
be restored, and if the most 
vulnerable are to be protected in 
the process, then the industrial- 
ised world will have to offer more 
financial help. 

Development for children 

Finally, the report suggests that 
protecting young children in hard 
times is a process which must be 
monitored and measured. 


"Most nations produce 
quarterly statistics on the health 
of their economies" says Grant, 
“but few nations can produce 
even annual statistics on the 
health of their children.” 

Today, timely indicators of 
child well-being — for example 
the quarterly measurement of 
changes in child nutrition or im- 
munisation coverage — are not 
available. “Far more is known,” 
says Grant, “about changes in the 
weather or in viewing figures for 
television shows, than about 
changes in the nutritional health 
of the under-fives.” 

UNICEF, the World Health 
Organisation, and the U.N. Food 
and Agriculture Organisation, 
are now co-operating to find ways 
and means of more sensitively 
monitoring the nutritional health 
of a nation's children so that 
up-to-date quarterly figures can 
be produced for politicians, 
press, and public. 

Progress as measured by such 
indicators should become both an 
aim and a measure of develop- 
ment policy, says UNICEF. “In 
times of economic growth, they 
could reveal whether or not the 
poorest groups were sharing 
equally in the benefits of that 
growth. In leaner years, they 
would reveal whether the poor 
and the vulnerable were suffering 
disproportionately. ” 


Three years after great drought, 
hunger again sweeps Africa 


By Rory Changing 
Reuter 

NAIROBI — Only three yean 
after Africa’s great drought, rains 
have failed again ana hunger 
once more stalks the world’s 
poorest continent. 

Villagers trek for days in 
Ethiopia to get foreign food 
handouts and children are 
already dying of diseases brought 
on by malnutrition, relief officials 
say. 

There and elsewhere the land- 
scape is devastated. Cattle have 
died, crops withered and rivers 
dried up. Relief workers are bat- 
tling to stop the ranks of refugees 
growing. 

Irish pop star Bob Geldof, of 
Band Aid and Live Aid fame, is 
trying again to focus world atten- 
tion on Ethiopia where five mil- 
lion people face starvation, and 
war-torn Mozambique where 
malnutrition and infant mortality 
rates are among the world's 
highest. 

But fears that Ethiopia's plight 
might not evoke the public con- 
cern shown in 1985 raise a ques- 
tion over how 18 other African 
nations faring food shortages 
might tore. 

“Compassion fatigue is seting 
in," said Zia Rizvi, secretary- 
general of the Geneva-based In- 
dependent Commission on Inter- 
national Humanitarian Issues. 

“The second crisis has already 
starred and it comes at a time 
when people are already sick of 
listening to honor stories in 
Ethiopia," he said last week. 

Up to one million Ethiopians 
died in the 1984-85 famine, 
according to estimates of the Un- 
ited Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF). 

Relief agencies have identified 
18 other African countries in 
need of food because of crop 
failure resulting from drought, 
locusts and war. 

Starting with Mauritania in the 
West the drought belt, shaped 
like a question mark, stretches 
east across the continent to 
Somalia then bends south to 
Swaziland. 

It sweeps through Mali, Burki- 
na Faso, Niger, Nigeria, Chad, 
Sudan, Ethiopia, Uganda, Zaire, 
Tanzania, Zambia, Malawi, 
Angola, Zimbabwe, Mozambi- 
lue and Botswana, gripped by 


ought for the sixth year in a 
row. 

The Rome-based World Food 
Programme (WFP) said last 
month that IS sub-Saharan coun- 
tries needed 2.7 million tonnes of 
relief food. Foreign donors had 
then pledged only 1.3 million. 

In West Africa, the nine Sahe- 
lian countries have grown 45 per 
cent more food than in 1984 but 
12 per cent less than last year, 
leaving a 630,000 tonne shortfall. 

Africa expects rain failure 
periodically. But what surprised 
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experts was the way drought re- 
turned so quickly, and with such 
severity. 

A World Bank report for the 
year ended June 30 and published 
in September gave no hint of the 
problems then already looming in 
Eastern and Southern Africa. 

“The end of the severe drought 
in most countries was followed by 
such a surge in food production 
that food shortages have become 
the exception rather than the 
rule," it observed. 

Last month the WFP said con- 
ditions in sub-Saharan Africa had 
deteriorated so rapidly and unex- 
pectedly that it was running short 
of emergency food stocks. 

The lesson of the last drought 
— the need to improve warning 
.systems and build adequate food 
reserves — had yet to bear fruit. 


Foreign governments have re- 
sponded quickly to appeals for 
aid, sending money, food, medi- 
cine and, in Ethiopia’s case, 
trucks and planes to distribute the 
food. 

But independent aid agencies 
may have to scratch harder for 
money this year as other coun- 
tries like India, also hit by a 
punishing drought, compete for 
rends. 

Relief workers fear the public 
abroad, on whom non-govern- 
ment aid agencies rely for fends, 
may misinterpret the need for 
help again so soon as a symptom 
of economic mismanagement. 

Civil strife has further reduced 
the ability of Ethiopia, Chad, 
Sudan, Uganda, Angola and 
Mozambique to feed their 
people. 



Secrets of soil fertility 

By Alexander Batalin 


Man has invented numerous ways of influencing Nature to get more 
food. However, even on the bountiful Iowa experimental farms soil 
fertility is reaching its limit for all the updated agronomy. Can 
productivity grow any further? Rurik Saiyaev, Corresponding 
Member of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR, head of the 
Irkutsk Institute of Plant Physiology and Biochemistry in Siberia, 
speaks about this with Novosti correspondent: 


“OUR INSTITUTE is tackling 
.this problem. We described our 
approach to it and our results at 
this year's conference of the Fed- 
eration of European Biochemical 
Societies in Yugoslavia and at the 
Spanish-Soviet symposium. We 
believe that revolutionary in- 
tervention in plant physiology can 
bring about a substantial rise in 
productivity." 

Disclosed and undisclosed 
secrets 

Imagine a leaf section several 
ten millionths of a millimeter 
thick. Incredible as it is, that is 
the membrane thickness which is 
vital for plant processes. In plant 
cells they accumulate compounds 
which are needed as food, medi- 
cines and technical raw materials. 

Membranology is a new branch 
of science. Rurik Saiyaev and hs 
colleagues were the first ones in 


the Soviet Union to undertake 
fundamental study of membrane 
biogenesis on isolated, “bare" 
plant protoplasm. The complex 
technology of the production of 
pure membrane fractions and 
their study with the use of super- 
sensitive instruments and elec- 
tron-vacuum microscopes has 
been mastered. Many scientists 
come to Irkutsk to study these 
research methods and equip- 
ment. The Soviet experience is 
touched upon in a French-pub- 
lished study paper, a part of 
which was written by Rurik 
Saiyaev. 

“The first phase of research — 
study of the object, its properties 
and functions from its basic para- 
meters — is over,” he says. 
“We’re entering a new phase — 
study of membranes as trans- 
portation means which, ensure 
movement of different substances 


in the cell and their storage. 
We’re looking for methods to 
control accumulation of the sub- 
stances we need and thereby to 
influence the yield at the cellular 
level. 

“Another method of raising 
yields at the molecular level is 
designing plants by means of gene 
engineering. So far we have been 
tackling fundamental tasks and 
selecting and developing the vec- 
tors ana conditions for controlled 
cell fusion in hybridisation, and 
also the conditions in which to 
recreate a plant from the hybri- 
dised cells. 

“In principle it is no longer 
problematic to grow a plant from 
a cell. But not every plant lends 
itself to such experimenting. For 
example, carrot, potato, tomato 
and tobacco cells easily regener- 
ate, while wheat cells don’t. We 
don’t know the secret yet." 

The Institute's Biochemical 
Genetics Laboratory is probing 
them. Victor Voinikov, Doctor of 
Biology, has put forward an in- 
teresting “cold shock” theory. It 
boils down to the following: 
When the temperature falls, the 
synthesis of. ordinary proteins 
slows down, or ends altogether. 
Simultaneously, the synthesis of 


other unusual proteins begins. In 
Voinikov's opinion, they help the 
plant to survive in these un- 
favourable conditions. 

For genetic experiments the 
scientists use hybrids of winter 
wheat and rye, which are promis- 
ing economically. Their adapta- 
tion to the rigorous Siberian cli- 
mate is the IriStitute's goal. Re- 
search follows a routine path: 
Selection of the genotypes by 
tests and tough testing of theft 
against a so-called “provocative 
background”. The most resistant 
genotypes are selected for further 
work. The ultimate goal is pro- 
duction of genotypes that would 
be donors of frost-resistant genes. 

Towards this end gene-en- 
gineering methods are employed. 
From the frost-resistant cell this 
genetic material is transplanted, 
by microsurgery, into another cell 
•with other very useful properties! 
The hybrid cell produced has to 
be multiplied and then entire 
plants grown from them. 
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UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF 

HER MAJESTY QUEEN NOOR 

THE AL- HUSSEIN SOCIETY FOR THE EDUCATION AND 
REHABILITATION OF THE PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED 
INVITES YOU TO ITS ANNUAL BAZAAR 
AT THE AMMAN MARRIOTT HOTEL 
WEDNESDAY, THE 16TH OF DECEMBER AT 10:30 A. M. 
INTERNA FIONA L BAKE SALE 
CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 
HANDICRAFTS 
GIL T ITEMS 
TOMBOIA 
SPECIAL CAFE 
CHRISTMAS CAROLS 
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Porto beats Penarol, Weather 
to clinch World Club crown 

TOKYO (R) — European champions Porto won the Polish international goalkeeper 
World Ciub Soccer Championship here on Sunday Josef Miynaiczyk. 
when they beat Penarol of Uruguay 2-1 after extra He was constantly in action as 


ms Porto won the 
here on Sunday 
ly 2-1 after extra 


wnen tney oeai renaroi or Uruguay l-i alter extra 
time in a game reduced to near-farce by heavy snow 
and a muddy pitch. 


Opportunist goals from veteran 
striker Fernando Gomes and 
Algerian World Cup star Rabah 
Madjer edged out the powerful 
and patient Uruguayans after the 
teams were level 1-1 at the end of 
90 minutes. Madjer’s brilliantly- 
taken winner came in the 18th 
minute of extra time. 

Porto coach Tomislav Ivic said 
he had never before been in- 
volved in a game played under 
such conditions. “If this had been 
any other game, it would have 
been postponed." he said before 
both teams flew out to fulfil 
domestic commitments. 

Both sides worked hard to 
overcome the problems posed by 
heavy snow on a poor surface 
which dissolved into a mudbath. 
The ball stopped dead as soon as 
it hit the ground and the players 
floundered in ankle-deep mud 
which would have been ruled 
unfit for the lowliest of amateur 
soccer matches. 

■ Penarol coach Oscar .Tabarez 
said his team’s tactics were simply 
to “kick the ball as hard as 
possible" while ivic added; “It 
was an achievement for a player 


to get the ball in front of him. ” 

Neither side was able to come 
up with an answer to the condi- 
tions but it was a tribute to both 
the skills and attitude of the 
young Uruguayan side that they 
were able to provide most of what 
little technique was visible 
through the non-stop snow. 

They fell behind in the 41st 
minute to a goal resulting partly 
from the condition of the pitch 
and partly from the brilliance of 
Madjer who will soon be display- 
ing his skills for Bayern Munich. 

He danced through the slush 
into the comer of the penalty 
area and drove a cross shot past 
Penarol keeper Eduardo Pereyra. 
The ball touched the ground and 
stopped dead a metre from the 
line where the incoming Gomes 
managed to keep his feet for a 
second longer than the accom- 
panying defender to prod the bail 
home. 

The goal spumed a determined 
second-half display by the South 
Americans whose quest for a 
fourth championship win was 
thwarted only by tne repeated 
brilliance and bravery of Porto's 


Polish international goalkeeper 
Josef Mlynarczyk. 

He was constantly in action as 
Penarol, prompted by Ricardo 
Viera, pressed forward and his 
bravery in dealing with through 
balls mired in the mud on the 
six-metre line foiled the ever- 
dangerous Diego Aguime on 
three occasions. 

But he was unable to do any- 
thing about Viera's equaliser In , 
the 80th minute. The tall, power- 
ful midfielder controlled the ball 
on his chest, turned on the six- 
metre line and drove a crisp shot 
beyond the keeper’s reach. 

The goal appeared to rattle , 
Porto but Penarol, playing the 
more composed version of"kick- 
and-rush, were unable to press 
home their advantage before in 
the end of normal time. 

They continued to attack but 
paid the price when Madjer, the 
only Porto player in Penarol's 
half, chased a long clearance and 
won it from a defender who was 
bogged down some 35 metres 
out. 

The Algerian spotted that 
Pereyra. who had spent most of 
the match patrolling the edge of 
his penalty box as an extra sweep- 
er. was again outside the area and 
chipped the ball home from about 
30 metres. 


W. Germany, U.S. advance to soccer finals 


TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — De- 
fending champion Bergisch Glad- 
bach of West Germany battled to 
a 1-1 tie Sunday with "the United 
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States’ California-El Camino 
women’s soccer league select 
squad in the preliminary round of 
the 19S7 Taipei International 
Women's Invitational Soccer 
Tournament. 

Both teams advanced to the 
final round in Group A following 
the elimination of Japan’s nation- 
al team. 

Also advancing into the finai 
round were Taiwan's Muian 


XMAS TREES FOR SALE 

From Noah's Farms. 

Please phone: 825580, ext. 18, Mr. Samir. 


FOR RENT 

First-floor apartment, consisting of 3 bedrooms, salon, 
living room, sitting room, veranda with separate central 
heating. 

Location: Urn Utharna, near Amra Hotel. 

Please call tel. 676865/605870 during office hours 
and tel. 816988 after 6:00 p.m. 
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squad. New Zealand's national 
team, the Australian national 
squad and Canada’s Srst national 
team. 

In Group B action Sunday, 
Taiwan’s Muian defeated New 
Zealand 3-i. 

In Group C matches, Canada 
.trounced Taiwan’s Liangyu 2-0, 
and Australia blanked Iiong 
Kong 6-0. 

No games are scheduled Mon- 
day. the final round matches 
start Tuesdav. 


E. Germany 
decided to 
take partin 
Olympics — 
Der Spiegel 

HAMBURG, West Germany 
(AP) — East Germany has de- 
cided to take part in the 1988 
Olympic Games in Seoul, South 
Korea, and is expected to make 
an official announcement soon, 
the West German newsmagazine 
Der Spiegel said Saturday. 

’ The decision to take part in the 
Seoul Games came at a meeting 
between East German Commun- 
ist Parry leader Erich Hooecker 
and the country 's"National Olym- 
pic Committee at the end of 
November, Spiegel said. 

By making East Germany the 
first Soviet bloc nation to 
announce its decision, “Honeck- 
er wants to show his independ- 
ence from the Soviet Union,” the 
magazine said. 

The Soviet Union will nof 
make its decision known until 
shortly before the Jan. 17 dead- 
line, the date by which invitations 
for Seoul must be accepted, 
Spiegel said. 

Most of the Soviet allies 
boycotted the 1984 Los Angeles 
Olympics for what they claimed, 
was a lack of security guarantees: 

Spiegel hits newsstands on 
Monday but the magazine re- 
leased advance copies to news 
agencies on Saturday. 


Invalid former wrestling champ 
lifts Olympic Flame in Montreal 


MONTREAL (AP) — The 
Olympic Flame passed through 
Montreal on Saturday but the 
torch had to share the limelight 
with Maurice Vachon, a former 
Olympic wrestler who is extreme- 
ly popular in Quebec. 

The stocky Vachon , who repre- 
sented Canada at the Summer 
Olympics in London in 1948, held 
the flame for a minute at a busy 
downtown intersection as hun- 
dreds of onlookers cheered him 
on. 

The Olympic Flame relay will 
end at the opening ceremony of 
the Calgary Winter Olympics on 
Feb. 13. 

Sitting in a wheelchair, Vachon 


described holding the flame as 
the second biggest event of his 
sporting life behind winning a 
gold medal in wrestling at the 
British Empire Games in Auck- 
land, New Zealand, in 1950. 

‘Today is a great honour for 
me, just to be asked to hold the 
torch. Tfl never forget it,” said 
Vachon who lost his right leg 
after a traffic accident in Iowa 
Oct. 9 and bad to have a pin 
inserted in his badly broken left 
leg. 

“It’s a reward for me, and it’s 
very warm inside here,” the buriy 
Vachon said, pointing to his 
heart. 


Monaco concedes points 
to Bordeaux, Racing 


PARIS (R) — French Fust Divi- 
sion soccer leader Monaco were 
held to an inglorious 1-1 tie by- 
Toulouse on Saturday, ceding 
points to Bordeaux and Matra 
Racing, the two clubs nipping at 
their heels in the league stand- 
ings. 

With' British internationals 
Mark Hateley and Glenn Hoddle 
sidelined by injuries, the Monaco 
team could only muster one goal 
by striker Marcel Dib, countering 
that of Toulouse striker Domini- 
que Rocheteaii, to bring their 
points total for the 23rd match of 
the season to 33. 

Bordeaux, who beat Le Havre 


on their home field 1-0, and 
Racing, who dominated Nice 2-1 
there through the talents of their 
two Uruguayan strikers Enzo 
Francescoli and Diego Umpier- 
rez, both advanced to 30 points. 

Auxerre continued their march 
up the standings table to fourth 
place with an easy victory over 
Brest 4-0,. as Auxerre goalkeeper 
Bruno Martini kept his cage un- 
tarnished for the eighth consecu- 
tive game. 

The day’s matches saw five 
clubs win away, with Laval 
accomplishing the unexpected at 
Nantes (2-1) and Lille at Marseil- 
le (1-0). 


Chang retains WBC light flyweight title 


SEOUL, Soath Korea (AP) — 1 
Chang Jung-Koo of South Korea 
recovered" from a- first-round 
knockdown and retained his 
World Boxing Council (WBC) 
light flyweight title Sunday with a 
unanimous decision over Isidro 
Perez of Mexico. 

It was Chang's 14th defence of 
the title he wrested from Hilario 
Zapata of Panama in 1983. 


EXPATRIATE LEAVING 
House Furniture for Sale 

Complete house furniture, 2 TV sets, video machine, dining 
room, 2 sitting room etc. Also available: 4 complete rooms of 
office iurniture. 

Phone office; 847895. between 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 


TEACHERS REQUIRED 

N.E.S. Amman requires the following staff: 

1. KG teacher 

2. Class teacher with a special interest in music 

3. Class teacher with a special interest in arts & crafts 

Phone N.E.S. at 605221/7 for further details and applica- 
tion forms. 


The Famous name in the World of Chocolate and 
Sweets, Nuts and Coffee. 

We have imported especially for 
you the fresh Chocolate directly 
from Lebanon beside the other 
sweets. 

AGHADEER 

Gifts, Nuts, Coffee, and all other Sweets. Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

We always welcome you 






AGHADEER 


The judges — two Americans 
and a Japanese — scored the 
12-round boat 117-113, 115-113 
and 114-113 for Chang. 

In the first round, Perez 
downed Chang with a long left 
hook as they were exchanging 
punches in mid-ring. Chang 
struggled up after a mandatory 
eight count and responded with 
short blows to slow the Mexican’s 


attack. 

Perez, ranked second, 
mounted a steady offensive with 
jolting hooks in the next three 
rounds and blasted effective 
blows that often shook Chang. 
Perez appeared ahead in the first 
six rounds. 

But Chang began 1 to even up 
the match, resorting to hit-ano- 
clinch tactics 


Norwegian woman wins Nordic Ski Race 

LA CLUSAZ, France (AP) — Norway’s Marianne Dahlmo won 
the first women’s World Cup Nordic Ski Race of the season 
Sunday with an easy victory in the 5-kilometre event. Dahlmo, 
third in the World Cup standings last season, timed 13 minutes, 
54.4 Seconds for the free-style race. Second was Jaana Savolainen 
of Finland in 14:14:2. Tbe third-place finisher was Simone 
Greiner of East Germany in 14:15:9. Maijo Matikainen of 
Finland, last year's World Cup winner and the world champion at 
5 kilometres, tied for fourth with Simone Opitz of East Germany 
in 14:21.5. 


MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

In the best residential area, between the Fourth and Fifth Circles, 
Jabal Amman, near Amon Hotel "Hotel Training Centre." 
With telephone, central heating, built-in cupboards and televi- 
sion. Two bedrooms, large living room, two bathrooms and 
veranda Special facility for sunbathing. 

Tel: 777112 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 674028 after 2 p.m. 


TO FILIPINO COMMUNSTY 

The Philippines Embassy will hold a Christmas open house for 
the'Filipino community and their friends from noon onwards on 
Sunday; December 20. Mass will be said at 12:30 p.m. Food and 
beverage will be served. 

Please come and enjoy the Christmas Season with us. 
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Jabal Al Hussein - Asma'a bint 
Abibakr - House Centre 


JOBSAN PHOSPHATE MIKES CO., LTD. 


INVITATION TO TENDER NO. 14/87 

JPMC announces the invitation to TENDER NO. 14/87 one 
unit of swamp bulldozer and two units of wheel loaders. 
The tender documents are available Jat JRMC offices in 
Amman, Supply Department, until 2:00 p.m. local time, 
Thursday Jan. 7, 1988. Application for documents should 
be accompanied by a nonrefundabJe fee of JD 50 for each, 
set of tende.r documents. 

The closing date for submission tenders is 12: 
noon local time, Wednesday Jan. 13, 1988. 

Wasef A zar 
Managing Director 


T unisia wins African volleyball title 

(R) — Tunisia qualified for 3 plac£ in the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics with a 3-0 win over Cameroon in the Sixth African 
VollevbaJJ Championships. Tunisia beat the West Africans 15-6. 
j 5 _<^ ]5-i2 on Saturday night to record their fourth championship 
title ’ Outgoing titlehoiders Egypt lost 2-3 io Algeria, who came 
third in the Tunis event. Tunisia were runners-up to Egypt in the 
fifth championships in 1983. They won the first African volleyball 
title in 1967. and took it again in 1971 and iP/9. The winner of the 
.sixth championships qualifies for the Seoul Gaines. 

New win for Swiss women 

LEUJCERBAD. Switzerland (AP) — Olympic downhill gold 
medallist Michela Figini, displaying impressive dominance in a 
super-e race, scored Saturday the fourth straight World Cup win 
for the Swiss women’s team as a streak of American bad luck 
continued with a terrifying spill by Tori Pillinger. Although 
bruised in a fall after capturing Friday's downhill. Figini mastered 
the tricky, bumpy torrent course in superb style to lead 
second-placed Silvia Eder of Austria by 1.05 second. Her winning 
margin was wider than the time separating the next nine finishers. 
West Germany's Regine Moesenlechner. a 12-season World Cup 
veteran, was third 1.15 second behind the winner. Karen Percy of 
Canada was the best non-European finisher, trailing Figini by 
1.33 second. s 

E. German swimmers set world best time 

MONTE CARLO, Monaco (AP) — An East German women’s 
relay team set a world’s best time in the 400-metre freestyle relay 
Saturday, clocking three minutes. 38.77 seconds during the first 
day of European Cup swimming competition here. The time was - 
set in a 25-metre pool and does not count for an official world 
record. The previous best -ever in a small pool was 3:41.74 set by 
another East German team in Indianapolis, in January 1983. 

Ploc wins ska jumping competition 

LAKE PLACID, New York (AP) — Pavel Ploc of Czechoslova- 
kia posted the two best jumps of the competition Saturday and 
easily won the Subaru World Cup 90-metre ski jumping competi- 
tion at the Olympic Jumping Complex. ?ioc moved into first place 
in the World" Cup standings with his triumph, overtaking Matti 
Nykaenen of Finland, who returned home after winning the 
World Cup openers last weekend in Thunder Bay. Ontario. 

Briton wins judo title 


Yoko Tanabe won th.: epen ciass, while fciir.v Japanese F:ur.:kc» 
Ezaki took the 48-ki!ogramme class and Chung Eun-Hee of South 
Korea won the Sb-kilogramme class on the final day of the 
two-day championships before 5,300 spectators at the Fukuoka 
international centre hall. Rendle, who also beat Yamaguchi in the 
final of the World Judo Championships in Essen, charged 
aggressively and won the match 1-0. In the semifinals, Rendle 
beat Joan Quiring of the United States by a decision 5-0 and 
Yamacbuchi eliminated Tsay Shwu Huey of Taiwan with a lock in 
53 seconds. 


Modem furniture, minimum 2 bedrooms, villa, semi-villa or roof. I 
apartment. j 

Please call: 646378, Monday from 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. ! 
and from 3:00 - 6:00 p.m. j 


FOR RENT 

Furnished room with kitchen, bathroom, centra! heating and 
modem furniture. 

Location: Shmeisani, near Wadi Saqra Circle. 

Please call tel. 679521. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Deluxe flat consists of two bedrooms, lounge, guest room 
and dining room. First floor with central heating and 
telephone. Located in the best site of Shmeisani. 

Call 664839 


ATTENTION EXPATRIATES 
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Cinema 


CONCORD 


CHILDREN OF 
A LESSER 


Tel: 677420 1 f Cinema 


OPERA 


Tel: 6755731 f Cinema 


FACTOR 


FcrfotTODcn 3:30. 6:15. «:JO. I«;3U 
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employee irregularities 


- ■ . ‘‘GENEVA (R) — Two banks in 

' ' ' Switzerland, including the coun- 

largest, last week alleged irrc- 
*■ jularities by employees which 
jiay have cost them up to a 
xi cabined total of 40 million 
Swiss francs ($30 million). 

The Union Bank of Switzer- 
land (UBS), the nation's largest, 
n a statement from its Zurich 
headquarters, accused an em- 
: jloyee of its Geneva branch of 
’ regularities that may have cost it 
- 0 nore than 10 million Swiss francs 
'$7.5 million). 

. Geneva Judge Vladimir 
Stemberger, assigned to investi- 
rate the case, said UBS employee 
--..md a foreign businessman were 
- n custody. 

“They remain in preventive de- 
ention,” he said. He would not 
. -,ay whether formal charges had 
jeen laid against the men. 

Mr. Paul Perraudin, another 

- - . : .• .Geneva judge, said he had issued 

in international arrest warrant 
or an assistant vice president of 
he United Overseas Bank 
HOB). 

The bank has alleged the em- 
ployee fled with up to 30 million 


Swiss francs ($20 mill ion), the 
judge said. 

Mr. Perraudin told Reuters: 
“There has been no formal noti- 
fication of the charges because 
this must be done in person. The 
accused must be detained first.” 

But he said allegations woflld 
include use of falsified docu- 
ments, abuse of confidence and 
aggravated disloyal management. 

Mr- Perraudin said he had 
advised Geneva’s 100 banks to 
block all accounts in the man’s 
name pending investigations, and 
bad also ordered accounts frozen 
in the United States. 

Mr. Robert Equey, a UOB 
lawyer, told Reuters that the em- 
ployee is believed to have embez- 
zled funds through an account he 
had opened. “The account was 
opened on the basis of false docu- 
ments. It was used for highly 
speculative operations in the 
stock market and commodities.” 

The Geneva-based UOB's 
largest shareholders are Bank of 
America, Banque Nationale de 
Paris and Dresdner Bank, he 
said. 


3. A. demands suspension of BCAL 
routes after SAS bid approval 


.ONDON (R) — Britain’s Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA) last 
■reek approved a Scandinavian 
Airline Systems (SAS) bid for a 
. take in the loss-making British 
. Caledonian Airlines (BCAL). 
British Airways (B.A.). which 
n Thursday raised its own offer 
a buy the airline outright, im-' 
lediately asked that British 
"aledonian’s route licences be 
evoked. 

A B.A. spokesman said the 
irline was seeking a full hearing 
y the CAA on the question of 
'hether the SAS oner would 
2 Sult in the passing of British 
3ute licences into foreign hands. 
The regulatory body approved 
-AS’sfllO million ($201 million) 
id, saying such an offer would 
ot make BCAL a foreign airline. 
But B.A. said in a statement: 
If SAS were to acquire a sub- 
antial holding in BCAL with the 
Dtential of control, valuable 
‘ ~Viation concessions may have to 

•; given to foreign governments 

permit . BCAL^services Jo.. 

ratinue.” 

. ~ ' :: v Any such concessions would 
nt be in the U.K. public interest. 
.A. considers that the question 
id implications of potential SAS 
jntrol should be considered in 
ill hearing by the CAA,” the 
rline added. 

Under the civil aviation act of 

„J82, the CAA may revoke route 

»nces granted to British car- 
eers if it believes control of the 

irrier has passed into foreign 

inds. 

The CAA was not immediately 
callable for comment on B.A.’s 
-*w statement. 

B.A. on Thursday upped its 
d for BCAL to £200 million 
366 million) from its previous 
fer which valued the ailing car- 
er ar £119 million ($214 mil- 


lion). 

The key decision in the battle 
now rests with BCAL's major 
shareholder. Investors in Indus- 
try Pic (31), who control 41 per 
cent cent of the stake. A spokes- 
man for 31 said on Thursday it 
would await a recommendation 
from BCAL before deciding 
which bid to back. 

In a separate statement, BCAL 
chairman Sir Adam Thomson 
welcomed the CAA approval: 
“We are delighted that the entire 
question of the future of BCAL 
will be decided by our sharehol- 
ders alone,” he said. 

TTie B.A. spokesman noted 
that the CAA's letter to Sir 
Thomson had said the CAA 
might change its mind on whether 
BCAL would remain a British 
carrier under the SAS deal “in 
light of further argument, should 
the matter be brought to a public 
hearing.” 

This was a factor behind B. A.'s 
latest move, he said. 

- - The SAS offetis fora-26.14pei~ 
cent stake in BCAL, which lost 
around £19 million ($34.77 mil- 
lion) last year. The scheme would 
enable the SAS stake to rise to 40 
per cent if certain conditions were 
fulfilled, induding British gov- 
ernment approval. 

An SAS spokesman said the 
company had no immediate com- 
ment on the CAA letter or the 
B.A. move. 

B.A. wants to take over BCAL 
to create a huge British carrier to 
take on the U.S. giants. It if 
succeeds, an estimated 2,000 jobs 
would be slashed as the airline 
relinquishes a number of domes- 
tic and European routes, a condi- 
tion of government approval. 

A successful SAS bid would be 
more likely to leave BCAL in- 
tact. 



THE Daily Crossword by Donald B. Groat 


ACROSS 
1 Large 
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■- . -.1 
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amounts 
6 Seal groups 
10 Common abbr. 

14 Eng. explorer 

15 Mine approach 

r 

a 

ri 

16 Vein 

17 Shady place 
16 Wanton look 
16 Atop 

a 

20 Harsh tones 

95 VinlctM 

a 

M ■ fllUSlICR 

24 Chess term 

3* 

26 Sternutatory 
acts 


27 Dairy 
machines 

31 GUi aimlessly 

32 Pains 

a 

33 One who 

S3 

SUHlIS 

35 Comic strip 
word 

38 Wading bird 

sa~ 

S2 - 

39 Sol 

40 Race distance 

e*t 
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3 N.° SJTtty AM Ye sterday’s Ponte Solved: 

44 Vagrant S Currants 

45 Certain novels 6 Friend 

47 Night guide 7 Pindar’s 

51 Yemeni capital products 

52 Large shark 8 Food 

54 Most dreadful regimens 

58 Mythical 9 Outsider 

princess 10 Avoided 

53 Together 11 Uris novel 

musically 12 Revere 

51 Seed covering 13 Furnishes 

62 Made haste 21 Sauft — Marie 

63 Legal paper 23 doseflsted 

64 Swimming 25 Grain disease 

mammal 27 Poker money 

65 Escutcheon 26 Rustic 

strip* 29 Ireland 

66 Hawaiian area 30 Flavor 

67 Addicts 34 Ciphers 

35 Metallic 
DOWN element 

1 Strikebreaker 38 Lily plant 

2 Reiner or 37 Cats and dogs 

Sandburg 39 War club 

3 Rhyme scheme 40 Moslem 

4 Subservient edifices 

onas 42 — the word I 
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43 Algonqutan 
nature spirit 

44 Reproduces 

46 Demented 

47 Rigid 

43 Oar adjunct 
49 City on the 
Rhone 


50 Card game 
53 Wreck 

55 Punta del - 

56 Rhyme or 
trick 

57 Gobs 

SO Schedule 

abbr. 


Horoscope not received 


Soviets increase oil exports 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Union said last week it managed 
a slight increase during 1986 in 
the volume of its petroleum ex- 
ports. its chief source of hard 
currency. 

Breaking with previous policy 
in line with the Kremlin’s drive 
for openness, it published export 
volume figures for oil, gas, grain 
and other commodities. It used to 
report only the value of these in 
roubles. 

The official monthly Foreign 
Trade said Soviet exports of oil 
and petroleum products reached 
186.3 million tonnes in 1986, up 
from 166.9 million tonnes the 
previous year. 

It said the Soviet Union ex- 
ported 79.2 billion cubic metres 

of fuel gas last year compared to 
68.7 billion in 1985. 

Although the Soviet Union im- 
ports grain from the West, it also 
exported 26.8 million tonnes of 
grain (excluding groats) in 19S6. 
down from exports of 44.2 million 
tonnes in 1985. 

Foreign Trade did not specify 
the importing countries. 

The figures were presented in a 
table comparing export by com- 
modities in the "years 1918, 1970, 
1985 and 1986] apparently de- 
signed to show progress since the 
1917 Bolshevik revolution. 

Oil exports more than doubled 
between 1970, when they totalled 
95.S million tonnes, and last year. 


The 1986 exports represented 
just over 30 per cent of last year’s 
Soviet oil production of 615 mil- 
lion tonnes. In 1985, exports rep- 
resented 28 per cent of 595 mil- 
lion tonnes produced. 

The Soviet Union promised in 
August last year to cut its oil 
exports to the West to help shore 
up falling world prices. But this 
move, viewed as a symbolic ges- 
ture to help the OPEC group, 
would have occurred too late to 
be reflected in 1986 figures. 

Soviet oil production began im- 
proving last year after a period of 
stagnation which began in late 
1983. 

The 1988 target has been set at 
625 milli on tonnes, a rise of eight 
million over this year’s state plan 
requirements. 

The Soviet Union, the world’s 
largest oil producer, needs hard 
currency earned through oil and 
gas sales for purchases of West- 
ern grain, equipment and tech- 
nology. 

But the bulk of its oil output is 
used domestically or exported to 
Eastern Europe. Western experts 
last year estimated Soviet oil ex- 
ports to the West in 1985 at 68 
million tonnes. 

The figures published bv Fore- 
ign Trade showed that the Soviet 
Union’s gas exports had in- 
creased dramatically since 1970, 
when it sold 3.3 billion cubic 
metres abroad. 


B.P. plans to raise offer in battle for 
independent British oil company 


LONDON (R) — The British. 
Petroleum Co Pic (B.P. ) said last 
week it planned to buy more 
shares in the independent British 
company Britoil and raise its 
stake to 29.9 per cent from 14.9 
per cent. 

A B.P. statement saying it 
would offer £3.50 ($6.30) per 
share was released after U.S. firm 
Atlantic Richfield Company 
(ARCO) said it had acquired a 
7.7 per cent stake in Britoil and 
wanted to raise its stake to 29.9 
per cent. 

ARCO also offered £3.50 
($6.30) for each share in a deal 
announced on Friday which 
would have allowed Britoil to 
remain a British firm and also 
given it all or most of ARCO’s oil 
and gas assets outside North 
America. 

On completion of Britoil and 
ARCO’s proposed deal, it was 
intended that ARCO would own 
no more than 49.9 per cent of 
Britoil’s enlarged share capital. 

Britoil's financial advisers 
N.M. Rothschild and Sons later 
said ARCO had met with the 
takeovers and mergers panel and 
was free to buy Britoil shares. 

A Rothschild's spokesman de- 
clined to comment on the nature 
of the takeover panel discussions. 

B.P., the world's third largest 
oil company, had earlier this 
month made its own market raid 
on Britoil to gain the 14.9 per 
cent stake and had made a tender 
offer at £3 ($5.40) per share to 
raise the holding to 29.9 per cent. 

The move was viewed by some 
analysts as a prelude to a takeov- 


er bid. 

B.P. said it would try to buy 
the additional Britoil shares 
through the market, possibly 
through tender offer. 

Britoil was not immediately 
available for comment on B.P.’s 
latest move, but said earlier the 
offer had “no merit whatsoever.” 

Britoil controls about seven per 
( cent of Britain's North Sea oil 
and is a former state oil firm 
privatised by Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher’s government. 
The government retains a "gol- 
den share” enabling it to stop any 
unwanted takeover. 

France's Societe Nationale Elf- 
Acquitaine said it was making a 
£134.7 million ($240 million) bid 
for the British North Sea oil 
exploration company. Tricentrol 
Pic, which- has interests in four 
promising gas fields. 

The move on Tricentrol stock 
left Elf with a 7.6 per cent stake. 

Brokerage analysts said the 
crash on stock markets had made 
oil stocks a bargain. This was 
particularly so when the stock 
prices were set against firms' 
North Sea oil and gas reserves. 

“What’s happened in the oil 
sector is almost a symptom of 
what's happening in the wider 
market,” said Mr. Michael Un- 
sworth, analyst with brokerage 
Smith New Court. 

Tricentrol, the company which 
Elf seeks, has a 17.5 per cent 
stake in a mainland oil field at 
Wytch farm in southern England 
besides interests in the four 
promising offshore gas fields. 
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France continues to support Africa 


ANTIBES, France (R) — President Francois Mitter- 
rand on Saturday wound up a summit on Africa's 
economic crisis, saying France alone could not 
afford to bail the continent out. 


“France cannot make up the 
aid that’s lacking,” President Mit- 
terrand told a news conference 
ending the 14th Franco-African 
summit. 

“But its aid is growing despite 
all its obligations and the shocks - 
it has had to withstand because of 
the international monetary sys- 
tem.” He gave no new figures. 

Presidents and ministers from 
37 African countries took part in 
the two-day conference in the 
French Riviera resort of Antibes. 

Fifteen beads of state attended, 
the smallest number since 1980. 

A brief final communique said 
the talks showed solidarity and 
mutual understanding on Africa’s 
economic problems, particularly 
the decline in the prices it re- 
ceives for raw materials. 

It welcomed the newly-signed 
U.S.-Soviet treaty scrapping 
land-based medium-range mis- 
siles, saying delegates hoped it 
would help focus attention on the 
parallel goal of achieving peace 
through economic development. 

President Mitterrand said 
France was not hostile to a prop- 


osal from Zaire for an interna- 
tional conference of Africa’s de- 
btors and creditors but he resisted 
appeals for a blanket moratorium 
on African states’ $200 billion- 
debts. 

He made it clear France would 
not follow Canada’s example in 
writing off the public debts of 
poor African states, saying 
French aid was far greater than 
that given by Canada and France 
was one of the world's biggest 
creditor nations. 

He repeated a pledge that 
France would continue to raise its 
voice in favour of African econo- 
mic development in financial and 
industrial forums. 

IMF nears broad accord 

on increased aid for poor 

Meanwhile, the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) is near 
agreement on an $S billion in- 
crease in the agency's pool of 
funds for poor nations, monetary 
sources said last week. 

The sources said the IMF ex- 
ecutive board met on Friday to 


hammer out details on how pre- 
cisely the funds would be dis- 
bursed and other technical mat- 
ters. 

They said negotiations with 
some countries were still under 
way but they could be completed 
early this week. 

The new funding would be 
provided from about 20 coun- 
tries, including the Group of 
Seven industrial nations — 
Japan, West Germany, Britain, 
France, Italy, Canada — with the 
exception of the United States, 
the sources said. 

The United States had made it 
clear that budgetary problems bar 
it from providing new money for 
what is called the structural 
adjustment facility (SAF). 

An administration official said 
the United States still feels 
strongly that the SAF increase 
should be financed by those coun- 
tries running large external sur- 
pluses. 

“This is an excellent opportun- 
ity for them to step forward,” the 
official said. 

The country with the largest 
surplus. Japan, will be a major 
contributor, the sources said, but 
it was not learned how much their 
contribution would be. 

IMF Managing Director 
Michel Camdessus visited Tokyo 


earlier this month to review the 
country's economic situjtion and 
discuss a contribution to the SAF. 

"i can tell you that l am sure of 
the generous support of this 
country,” he said. 

Mr. Camdessus had proposed a 
tripling the SAr from the present 
$4 billion in June to help a critical 
situation in the poorest countries, 
particularly in sub-Saharan 
Africa. 

There had been a broad back- 
ing for the idea during the IMF 
annual meeting in September, 
but countries af that time did not 
make any financial commitments. 

While visiting Tokyo, Mr. 
Camdessus made it clear that he 
thought that he would have the 
commitment from contributing 
countries before the end of the 
year. 

He said that he hoped to get a 
figure of just over $8 billion, "i 
am keeping my fingers crossed, 
but I am impressed by the sup- 
port 1 have received from a lot of 
countries.” he said. 

If agreement is completed, as 
now seems certain, it would be a 
personal triumph for Mr. Cam- 
dessus. who has made it his first 
major initiative since becoming 
managing director in January, the 
sources said. 


Romanian president orders pay bonuses to workers 


VIENNA (R) — Romanian Pres- 
ident Nicolae Ceausescu has de- 
cided to hand out pay bonuses in 
a major policy change coinciding 
with growing reports of worker 
unrest. 

The Romanian leader’s prop- 
osal, reported by the Romanian 
news agency Agerpres, was en- 
dorsed by the Communist Party’s 
Politburo. 

The move, described by one 
Bucharest diplomat as “quite a 
reversal”, precedes a special 
Communist Party congress open- 
ing on Monday and comes less 
than a month after thousands of 
workers in Romania’s second city 
of Brasov rioted over pay cuts. 

Agerpres, monitored in Vienna, 
said President Ceausescu’s prop- 
osal called for half of a "profit- 
sharing fund” to be paid to work- 


ers later this month and the rest 
in the first half of next year. 

Lowest-paid workers will re- 
ceive 15 per cent on top of their 
normal monthly wages and a 
similar figure when the fund’s 
accounts have been finalised. 
Higher-paid workers will receive 
10 per cent extra. 

Western diplomats contacted 
on Saturday in the Romanian 
capital, where unconfirmed reports 
are circulating of renewed unrest 
in the provinces, were surprised 
by the announcement. 

A "global accord" introduced 
in Romania two years ago linked 
pay to the fulfilment of plan 
targets. But there was no profit 
pay-out in 1986 and official ex- 
hortations this year have sug- 
gested planned 19S7 production 
figures are not being met. 


“If the pay-out means the plan 
is being fulfilled so well that 
people can get a bonus, then- 
great,” one diplomat said, but 
added he was sceptical. 

The diplomats declined to com- 
ment on whether the money 
might be a “Christmas sweeten- 
er" at a time of growing resent- 
ment against severe food shor- 
tages and increasing restrictions 
on power consumption. 

But asked how the move fitted 
in with President Ceausescu's 
policy of slashing imports to re- 
pay foreign debt, one com- 
mented: “You fill rhe holes 
where they appear.” 

Eyewitness reports say the Bra- 
sov "riots by workers in" the huge 
“Red Flag” truck factory on Nov. 
15 were sparked by "pay cuts 
imposed for failure to fulfil pro- 


duction targets. 

The diplomats said rumours 
had been circulating in Bucharest 
for several days of a demonstra- 
tion in the western city of Timi- 
soara. a provincial capital of 
around 2G1MKJ0 inhabitants not 
far from the Yugoslav and 
Hungarian borders. 

One report spoke of hundreds 
of students marching through the 
streets shouting slogans denounc- 
ing President Ceausescu and 
praising the Brasov protesters. 

One diplomat said there were 
unconfirmed reports of tiemoE!- 
srrations in other places. He said 
he understood the Timisoara de- 
monstration had involved more 
than just students. 

The city has a university, 
manufactures textiles, footwear 
and chemicals and trades in grain. 


EC warns U.S. over dollar fall and trade deficit 


BRUSSELS (R) — European 
Community (EC) officials told 
U.S. Secretary of State George 
Shultz on Saturday they were 
concerned about the falling dollar 
and the growing U.S. trade de- 
ficit. 

But Mr. Shultz and other U.S. 
officials here for annual talks 
between the two trading partners 
gave no details on what Washing- 
ton was prepared to do to halt 
the dollar’s slide, EC officials 
said. , 

One senior Community offi- 
cial, however, said Mr. Shultz 
had indicated the U.S. adminis- 
■tration was not happy with the 
currency’s decline. 

The sagging dollar has oversha- 
dowed the annual talks, which in 
contrast to previous years were 


marked by an easing of tension 
over trade issues. 

Mr. Shultz and EC Executive 
Commission President Jacques 
Delors revealed little of their 
discussions on the dollar and the 
trade deficit. A record deficit 
figure for October, released last 
week, sent the U.S. currency into 
a new slide. 

Mr. Shultz, addressing a news 
conference, declined to say 
whether he had told Mr. Delors 
of any planned U.S. move to 
allow the dollar to fall further or 
to take specific measures to trim 
the deficit. He said he would 
leave all comment to U.S. Treas- 
ury Secretary James Baker. 

Much of the talks focused on 
trade issues. 

U.S. special Trade Representa- 


tive Clayton Yeutter told repor- 
ters the "two sides were handling 
trade relations better than before 
and EC officials agreed. 

But he suggested that further 
confrontation was possible if no 
progress was made in reforming 
farm trade. 

Officials said the two sides had 
made progress in a dispute over 
government subsidies for the 
Western European Airbus con- 
sortium, which is in competition 
with U.S. firms Boeing and 
McDonnell Douglas. 

Mr. Yeutter said he was opti- 
mistic about finding a solution to 
this dispute, but some significant 
difficulties remained. 

Meanwhile, the Senate passed 
a bill early on Saturday to cut the 
U.S. federal deficit by $79.7 bil- 


lion over two years and joint 
congressional negotiators will 
start ironing out differences over 
the measures on Monday. 

The 72 to 21 vote ended nearly 
17 hours of debate on a $606 
billion government spending bill 
which will fund the government 
for the rest of the 198S financial 
year, which began on Oct. 1. 

The bill includes $5 billion in 
defence cuts and S2.6 billion in 
domestic reductions for the rest 
of the I98S fiscal year. 



Peanuts 


TRAFFIC 15 HEAVY THIS 
MORNINb AT THE 
I APPROACH TO THE BRIP6E 


WE HAVE A REFORT 
ON A 5TALLEP TRUCK 
AT THE INTERCHANGE.. 


ALL FOUR LANES ARE 
BLOCKED JUST SOUTH 

of the Airport... 



U)HY ARE YOU TELLING 
ME ALLTHI5? I 
PON'T EVEN KNOUl 
HOW TO DRIVE' 



Mutt‘n’ Jeff 



Andy Capp 



THE BETTER HALF, By Harris 



“The military defense budget is 
$5,000 per year for each citizen. 
Can I just have the money 
instead?" 
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I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GrifiE 
1$ by Henn Arnold ind Bod uc 


Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, lo form 
four ordinary words. 


Dear— I need you again 
\ : 



A ZIPPER '5 THE 
ONLY THINS THAT 
SETS STUCK ON A 
WOMAN MORE OFTEN 
THAN THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: □ CXO COCO 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: CHICK VIGIL OPIATE BANNER 
Answer. “What does the X-ray of my head show?''— 
•■NOTHING" 















Reagan to seek SDI funds 
on a case-by-case basis 


Violence and chaos mar Nigerian polls 


OSLO (Agencies) — The White House has decided 
to stop arguing with Congress over rules governing 
“Star Wars” and will press for missile defence 
programmes on a case-by-case basis, Secretary of 
State George Shultz said Sunday. 


Mr. Shultz, on a trip to Amer- 
ica's two Scandinavian allies, also 
ridiculed a proposal for a nuclear- 
free 2 one in the Baltics and repe- 
ated pleas for adequate NATO 
defence spending. 

Mr. Shultz arrived in Norway 
for two days of talks, after meet- 
ing in Copenhagen with pro- 
NATO government figures and 
the leader of an. opposition party 
that favours ridding the Baltics of 
atomic weapons "and opposes 
U.S. President Ronald Reagan’s 
strategic defence initiative. 
(SDI), also known as “Star 
Wars.” 

For two years, the White 
House has been fighting with 
Congress for a “broad”, inter- 


pretation of the 1972 Anti-Ballis- 
tic Missile treaty, asserting the 
pact permits wide testing and 
development for SDI. 

The majority in Congress be- 
lieves the treaty limits the prog- 
ramme and has banned any tests 
under the broad interpretation 
through next Sept. 30. 

Mr. Shultz told reporters at a 
news conference in Copenhagen 
that the question faced by the 
White House was: “Are we going 
to stand around for ever arguing 
about what is the broad and what 
is the narrow.” 

“No, operationally what you 
do is have a budget," he 
said. “The budget, for the SDI 


programme says, here is what we 
intend to do and here is how 
much it costs and we want the 
Congress to appropriate the 
money to do those things," he 
said. 

“The programme for SDI re- 
search will be put forward and we 
hope congress will fund it," he 
said. 

Mr. Shultz has been briefing 
allied leaders on last week’s 
Washington summit. He has re- 
minded NATO governments of 
their pledge to maintain funding 
for defence now that intermedi- 
ate-range nuclear weapons are to 
be eliminated, assuming Senate 
ratification of the agreement 
signed by Mr. Reagan and Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Mr. Sbultz said Denmark 
should spend more on defence, 
and he criticised the proposal to 
turn the Baltic into a nuclear-free 


LAGOS (R) — Voting in Niger- being turned away, often after 
ia's first elections since 1983 may. queueing for up to 10 hours in the 
have - to be repeated in some blazing sun, because of a shortage 
areas, organisers said on Sunday of ballot boxes and .papers, 
after violence in Lagos and wide- Despite the confusion a large 
spread chaos elsewhere. turnout was reported ui the elec- 

“It’s most likely that in some tion for councillors -in the 301 
places the elections will be held local government areas and vot- 
again," Eme Awa. chairman of ing hours were extended, 
the National Electoral Commis- Frustration turned to violence 
sion (NEC), told national televi- in some poor areas of Lagos. 
sj on Vehicles were stoned and at least 

"The signs are that in some two policemen were beaten, the 
places the electorate has not been News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) 
given a chance to express its said. Pobce used teargas to dis- 
wishes,” Mr. Awa said during a perse protesters, 
break in an all-night talks to One section of the main road in 
probe why millions of voters were Lagos was briefly taken over by 
turned away without casting stone-throwing youth who set up 
votes. roadblocks. Protests flared else- 


Television reports from most of where in the city after rumours 
Nigeria's 21 states spoke of voters circulated that polling officers con- 


spired with candidates to rig re- 
sults. 

The Lagos state electoral com- 
missioner, Reverend Kayode 
Cadmus.. who appealed for calm, 
said there would be an inquiry 
before the election results were 
announced. 

•‘It’s very disappointing. This’ 
was an ugly situation.” the milit- 
ary governor of central Kwara 
state told television news. 

The military government of 
President Ibrahim Babangida has 
portrayed the non-party elections 
as the fiist important stage in a ! 
transition to civilian rule by 1992. 

More than 13.000 candidates 
were standing as councillors. 
Those elected will remain in 
office until 1989, when the next 
polls in the transition will be held. 


Soviet media turn focus to economic reform 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
media on Sunday hailed the su- 
perpower summit as a major fore- 
ign policy achievement for Mos- 
cow — then focussed intently on 
the daunting next stage of domes- 
tic economic refonrf sfarting on 
Jan. I. 

The Communist Party news- 
paper Pravda said the country, 
could be justifiably proud that 
“the immense work" of Soviet 
foreign policy-makers “for the 
salvation of human civilisation 
from the nuclear threat” had 
borne fruit in Washington. 

“This intensive and purposeful 
activity led to major results and 
achievements.” it said, saluting 
last week's meeting between 
Kremlin leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev and U.S. President 


Ronald Reagan as a break- 
through to. the future. 

But Pravda and other Soviet 
newspapers devoted the bulk of 
their reports to the lack of prog- 
ress towards converting 60 per 
cent of the country's industry to 
new economic conditions at the' 
start of the new year. 

The reform, adopted as law last 
June, aims to make the economy 
more efficient by reducing central 
control of factories and inspiring 
managerial initiative. 

Wages will no longer be paid 
by the state but wiircorae from 
factories’ income to try and 
stimulate worker interest in re- 
sults. Some loss-making firms will 
be allowed to go bankrupt. 

The reform represents a major 
challenge to traditional thinking 


Opposition warns Seoul 
against rigging elections 


SEOUL (AP) — Opposition 
presidential candidate Kim Dae- 
Jung contended Sunday that the 
government would resort to mas- 
sive fraud to win Wednesday’s 
elections. 

He wanted government candi- 
date Rob Tae-Woo to prevent 
any fraud. 

“If he’s elected through unfair 
and dishonest means he cannot 
be exempt from criminal punish- 
ment,” the candidate said. 

A huge, frenzied crowd 
cheered and applauded the 
speech, repeatedly chanting 
“Kim Dae-Jung, Kim Dae-Jung” 
as they waved yellow flags. 

No front-runner has emerged 
in the election, with Mr. Roh 
locked in a tight race with Kirn 
Dae-Jung and rival opposition 
candidate Kim Young-Sam. 
Three other candidates are trail- 
ing far behind. 

Nfr. Roh expressed confidence 
that he would win as about 
500,000 people cheered and 
chanted his name at a rally Sun- 
day in the southern city of Taegu. 

Protesters hurled rocks and 
tear gas at Mr. Roh as he was 
driving in a motorcade, but the 
candidate was not hit and the 
attackers escaped in the crowd. 

The opposition has charged 
that the government will use 
bribes and vote rigging to win the 
first direct, popular presidential 


election in 16 years. 

Kim Dae-Jung said Sunday 
that if the government uses fraud, 
it would face the same fate as the 
late President Syvgman Rhee, 
who was driven into exile in 1960 
after a phony election. 

Opposition leaders have said 
repeatedly that Mr. Roh cannot 
win a fair election and warned 
that the nation would be plunged 
into chaos if the government 
attempted to retain power. 

The government put the armed 
forces on alert Saturday to guard 
the elections against possible 
threats from communist North 
Korea or what it called “impure 
elements" in the south. 

The defence ministry directed 
army units to be ready for combat 
and stepped up air force and navy 
patrols. National police were put 
on nationwide alert in early De- 
cember. 

At his rally. Kim Dae-Jung also 
lashed out at President Chun 
Doo-Hwan, charging that he was 
helping to rig the elections to get 
Mr. £oh elected. He said the 
president's safety could not be 
guaranteed if he did not stop 
meddling. 

Mr. Chun, a former general 
who took power with military 
backing in 1980. bowed to 
opposition demands for direct 
elections after massive anti-gov- 
ernment protests in June. 
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Opening lead: King of -7 



Thai extra chance which ensures 
a contract is often concealed. Can 
you spot the winning line on to- 
day's hand? 

North -South bid intelligently eo 
■ an excellent spade slam 

North chose to play in spades 
rather than hearts because the for- 
mer might be able to withstand a 
bad heart break, and In spades an 
extra trick or two might be devel- 
oped by diamond ruffs. 


West led the king of diamonds, 
and declarer saw immediately that 
his slam was on ice if either miyor 
suit broke 3-2. Could he protect 
against a 4-1 break in both suits? 

It did not take South long to real- 
ize that it would be fatal to cash the 
king of hearts because the opening 
lead had removed a key dummy 
entry. The campaign he adopted 
could not be improved upon. 

After winning the ace or dia- 
monds, he cashed the king and 
queen of spades. Had both defend- 
ers followed, declarer would have 
cashed the king of. hearts before 
drawing the last trump, and a 
heart ruff would then have set up 
that suit even if it divided 4-1. But 
when East showed out on the sec- 
ond trump, declarer fell back on his 
alternative line. 

He cashed the ace of trumps, 
came to hand with the ace of clubs 
and drew the last trump. Next, he 
overtook the king of hearts with 
the ace and cashed the queen. Had 
both defenders followed, a ruff 
would have set up the suit while 
the king of clubs was there as an 
entry; and the suit would have 
been good had the jack dropped. 
But declarer was still in command 
when West showed out. He led the 
10 for the marked ruffing finesse, 
and whether or not East covered, 
the heart suit could be brought in 
and the grand slam was made. 


•in a country where industry has 
been cushioned by state subsidies 
and guaranteed paychecks re- 
gardless of whether workers met 
state targets. 

• As reports in the press made 
dear, worry is mounting sharply 
with the approach of the Jan. 1 
deadline. 

One of the main problems 
faced by factories due to convert 
is a perennial shortfall in sup- 
plies, which effectively bars them 
meeting state targets. 

The newspaper Sovetskaya 
Rossiya published an interview 
with the head of the agro-indust- 
rial complex for Moscow, Yuri 
Luzhkov, who said he felt like a 
runner at'the starting line with a 
yawning pit before him as the 
reform date approached. 


Philippine 
plane with 
15 aboard 
missing 

MANILA (AP) — A Philippine 
Airlines (PAL) plane with 15 peo- 
ple aboard disappeared Sunday 
during a domestic flight to Minda- 
nao Island. A search for (be air- 
craft was suspended because - of 
darkness. 

jose Reyes, deputy operations 
chief of the Manila rescue coordi- 
nating centre said PAL Flight 443 
left Cebu airport at 6:45 a.m. 

(2245 GMT Saturday) with II 
passengers and four crew mem- 
bers bound for Bigan City, some 
240 kflometres to the south. 

Airline officials said radio con- 
tact with the twin-engine SD-360 
“Sunriser” was lost after pilot 
Roberto Sarenas radioed for a 
weather report at about 7:30 a.m. 

(2330 GMT Saturday), about 10 
minutes before he was to have 
landed in the northern Mindanao 
City. 

Officials said weather along (he 
route was good, but the govern- 
ment's weather service said there 
were isolated thunderstorms in 
the Higan area about the time the 
plane was to have landed. 

Enrique Santos, PAL vice pres- 
ident for public relations, said air 
and ground search teams were 
sent to the area but called off the 
search at 5 p.m. (0900 GMT) 

because of darkness and bad ■ ai . a a . 

“ sms?* - Manila turned into a fortress as 
SsSSsSSS ASEAN leaders gather for summit 


Feud grows among Tamil rebel groups 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lanka's 
Tamil Tigers pledged on Sunday 
to crush rival separatist groups 
after two days of guerrilla infight- 
ing killed at least three people 
including a 1 0-year-old boy. 

“These men (groups) are anti- 
social elements. They are robbing 
the people and harassing them,” 
a spokesman for the Libe ration 
Tigers of T amil Eelam (LTTE) 
said in the northern district of 
Vavuniya. 

“They must be eliminated," he 
told reporters. 

He said Tiger fighters seeking 
an independent Tamil homeland in 
the island's north and east were 
planning attacks on three rival 


groups in Vavuniya district next 
week. 

The Tigeis, opposed to a July 
peace accord aimed at ending the 
bloody four-year-old separatist 
rebellion, have thrown their 
fighters into battle against rival 
groups who support the pact and 
Indian peace-keeping troops sent 
to disarm all the guerrillas. 

The Tigers on Saturday killed a 
young member of the People’s 
Liberation Organisation of Tamil 
Eelam (PLOTE) after pulling 
him from a bus, residents in the 
area said. 

The Tigers lost one of their 
men in a reprisal attack the same 
day. 


airline showed all those aboard 
had Filipino surnames except for 
one, a “John Richard Wood.” 
The airline said it did not know 
Wood's nationality, but a Manila 
hotel where PAL said he had 
stayed told AP Wood registered as 
an Australian. 


KAL search team to 
retrieve floating debris 


SEOUL (R) — A Korean Air 
Lines (KAL) search team left for 
the Andaman Sea off Burma on 
Sunday to retrieve floating debris 
believed to be from a vanished 
KAL airliner, a spokesman said. 

The KAL spokesman said the 
search team chartered a 900-ton 
boat in Burma after U.S. and 
Burmese military aircraft spotted 
what appeared to be life jackets 
and escape slides from the Boeing 
707 which disappeared with 115 
people on board on Nov. 29. 

“The ship will reach the* site 
where the debris were sighted 
late Sunday and return to Burma 
in three or four days," the 
spokesman said. “We were told 
several orange-coloured pieces 
were seen along with one or two 
white objects.” 


An intensive search along the 
Thai-Burnese border produced 
no traces of the KAL plane and 
airline officials now believe it 
must have plunged into the sea. 

KAL President Cho Choong- 
Kon arrived in Burma on Satur- 
day to supervise the search opera- 
tion in the sea, the spokesman 
said. 

Foreign Minispy officials said 
talks with Bahrain authorities on 
a Seoul request to extradite a 
mystery woman suspected of in- 
volvement in the destruction of 
the plane were taking longer than 
expected. 

The woman and her elderly 
male companian. both East 
Asians carrying falsified Japanese 
passports, got off the ill-fated 
plane in Abu Dhabi. 


MANILA (Agencies) — South- 
I East Asian leaders flew into for- 
tress Manila on Sunday for their 
first regional summit meeting in a 
decade. 

Unarmed military cadets' 

! formed a human shield and bat- 
tle-hardened marines manned 
checkpoints on city streets in a 
security screen unprecedented in 
the troubled, coup-struck Philip- 
pine capital. 

Analysts said the two-day sum- 
mit, which many had said would . 
never be held in M anila ’s explor 
sive environment, was a major 
vote of regional support for Phi- 
lippine President Corazon 
Aquino. 

After days of tension and 
bombings, the only gunfire that 
shook the city was the blasts of 
the formal 21 and 19-gun salutes 
of welcome. 

The leaders of the six-member 
Association of South East Asian 

New electoral 


Nations (ASEAN) are expected Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon- 
to concentrate on trade and eco- da were whisked through the 


nomic issues to help the region 
weather an anticipated recession 
in the United Stales and a slow- 
down in the world economy. 

A draft communique obtained 
by Reuters, which officials said 
would be little changed, called on 
Vietnam to withdraw its troops 
from Kampuchea but otherwise 
addressed political issues only in 
passing. 

“Efforts should be intensified 
to resolve the Kampuchean issue 
the draft declared. 

Four agreements on intra-re- 
gion trade and investment have 
been prepared for signing by the 
leaders. 

Brunei’s Sultan Sir Muda Has- 
sanaJ Bolkiah, Prime Minister 
Datuk Seri Mahathir Mohamad 
of Malaysia, Singapore Prime 
Minister Lee Kuan Yew and Thai 


airport in low key welcomes last- 
ing only about two minutes. 

Indonesian President Suharto' 
was to arrive early Monday, 
shortly before President Aquino 
convenes the opening session. 
Japanese Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita, whose country is not 
an ASEAN member, arrives 
Tuesday for meetings with re-, 
gional leaders on the final summit 
day. 

The summit talks are expected 
to downplay such sensitive poli- 
tical issues as proposals for a 
nuclear free zone and the status ■ 
of U.S. military bases in the 
Philippines. 

Mr. Takeshita is expected to 
discuss a Japanese offer of up to 
$2 billion in economic assistance 
and his government's plans for a 
higher-profile role in East Asian 
politics. 


JN e w electoral Brazilian police capture bank 

council sworn in robbers after cross-country chase 

m Uqjfi SAO PAULO (AP) — Police negotiating their escape. 

A Adi LI s>anhiiwi mvo amwetfH armed Hours later armed with 


Soviet rocket puts up 
spectacular show in U.S. 


NEW YORK (AP) — A Soviet 
rocket used to launch a com- 
munications satellite burned as it 
entered the earth’s atmosphere 
Saturday night, putting on a spec- 
tacular light show over a broad 
area of the middle and western 
United States, officials said. 

The dying rocket left a fiery 
trail in its wake as it headed 
southeastward across the dar- 
kened skies, said Major Alex 
Mondragon of the U.S. space 
command in Colorado. Trackers 
spotted the rocket over the coast 
of western Canada and followed 
its southeastward course across 
the United States past the Florida 
gulf coast, he said. 

People from Texas to Montana 


called police or the news media, 
sayiog they saw vividly coloured 
streaks of blue, red and other 
hues. 

“It looked like a helicopter, 
with red and green lights,” said 
Paul Kelleobarger of Pea Ridge, 
Arkansas, who ran outside with 
his wife to view the lights. “And 
it looked like it had a trail behind 
it. I’ve never seen anything like 
it. It was spectacular* beautiful 
colours." 

The display was caused by a 
Soviet rocket body used in the 
launch of Raduga 21 communica- 
tions satellite Dec. 10 and tracked 
by the space command since 
then. Major Mondragon said. 


PORT-AU-PRINCE. Haiti (AP) 

— A new electoral council hand- 
picked by Haiti’s military-domin- 
ated junta was sworn in Saturday 
and pledged elections on Jan. 17. 

The junta was forced to form a 
new council because the old inde- 
pendent electoral council “failed 
at its mission,” Chief Supreme 
Justice Pierre Jeannot said as the 
12-member court prepared to 
swear in the nine new council 
members. 

The four major presidential 
candidates have said they won’t 
participate in junta-run elections. 

Spokesmen for the candidates 

— Marc Bazin. Gerard Gourgue, 
Louis Dejoie II and Sylvio 
Claude — and for the old council 
weren’t available for comment. 

The junta dissolved the old 
council on Nov. 29 after 
assailants killed at least 34 people 
and aborted what would have 
been Haiti's first free elections in 
30 years. Soldiers did not try to 
stop the violence. 


SAO PAULO (AP) — Police negotiating their escape, 
captured two suspected armed Hours later, armed with four 
bank robbers Saturday after a machine guns and ammunition, 
massive manhunt through a rural they left tne city with 12 hostages 
area west of Sao Paulo. Five in a bus and about $460,000 in 
others remained at large. cash. 

The seven men, who were sur- After travelling almost 400 
prised during a robbery Thursday kilometres and crossing the bor- 
arid took dozens of hostages on a der into Sao, Paulo state, the 
wild chase through two southern fugitives released some of the hos- 
Brazilian states, were surrounded tages. took others from a passen- 
in a thick eucalyptus forest Friday ger bus and for several hours 
by hundreds of policemen using drove through the countryside 
dogs and helicopters. switching vehicles and releasing - 

Sao Paulo state police Captain hostages. 

Jose Carlos Motta told AP by Authorities caught up with 
telephone that two of the suspects them in Sorocaba, a rural area 
were captured Saturday without 100 kilometres west of Sao Paulo, 
firing a shot, “but five are still “When our car approached 
hiding in the woods. We are them, they opened fire with sub- 
combing the area inch by inch, machine guns. We fired back, 
but it is very difficult.” punctufed their tires and shat- 

Tbe bandits were surprised tered the windows of their station 
during a robbery in the southern wagon," Capt. Motta said, 
city of Londrina, in the neigh- By then, the robbers had only 
bouring state of Parana, 550 one remaining hostage — a police 
kilometres southwest of Sao officer who escaped during the 
Paulo. When police surrounded gun battle, Capt. Motta said. The 
the building, they took some 300 bandits then fled into the 970- 
custoniers hostage and started hectare forest. Capt. Motta said. 


Study finds lack of birth control spurring population rise 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Millions of Third World women 
want to use birth control but lack 
the means to do so, the private 
research organisation Worl- 
dwatch Institute said on 
Saturday. 

It said a study by one of its 
researchers, Jodi Jacobson, 
showed that “if the needs of even 
half of the women lacking access 
to family planning had been satis- 
fied, annual additions to human 
population would now be falling 
instead of rising." 

She said surveys show that half 
the 463 million married women of 
reproductive age in developing 
nations, outside of China, want 
no more children and millions 
more would like to delay their 
next child. 

China put a one-child rule into 
effect in the 1970s and lowered its 
birthrate to 2.1 a woman. 


although a baby boom has pushed 
the figure slightly higher now. 

Ms. Jacobson said in the report 
and in an interview with Reuters 
that while the number of women 
of childbearing age is rising rapid- 
ly, few countries beyond China 
Have put family planning at the 
top or their agendas. 
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many and Italy, both with 10 per 

1,000. 

Slower economic growth in 
debt-plagued developing nations 
means governments cannot rely 
on social and economic improve- 
ments to help reduce birthrates, 
the study says. 

Encouraging smaller families 
requires both family planning and 
social change, Ms. Jacobson 
writes. 
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overall, the world’s population 
still increased by 87 million this 


The countries with the lowest 
listed birthrates are West Ger- 


cessible to women in many Third 
World nations. 

And international support for 
family planning has weakened in 
recent years, she pointed out, 
particularly as a result of funding 
cuts by the United States. 

“Instead of cutting back on 


than spending excessive sums on 
military forces. 

“The overpopulation, hunger 
and political unrest that are likely 
to result from continued high 
fertility pose far greater threats to 
national security than any outside 
aggressor,” reported Ms. 
Jacobson. 





Something big appear s to be 
happening here ... the LTTE is 
preparing for a big confrontation, 
very soon, with other groups,” a 
military spokesman at Vavuniya 
said. 

The Tigers had attacked a 
PLOTE camp at Mannar in the 
north-west on Saturday, he said. 
He had no word on casualties. 

Residents said a 10-year-old- 
boy was cut down in crossfire 
between the Tigers and the Tamil 
Eelam Liberation Organisation 
(TELO) in Vavuniya district on 
Friday in a battle militaiy officials 
say cost the lives of an unknown 
number of people. 


Cicciolina barred 
from Gulf visit 

ROME (R) — Porn star-turned- / 
politician Ilona Staller said on 
Saturday that her party had stop- ; ^-^ 
ped her paying a Christmas vj $tr, 
to Italian sailors serving in the : 

Gulf. Staller, better known by 
her stage name of Cicciolina (lit - ' 
tie cuddly one), said the Radical . 
Party bad told her its paffiamen- •' *. 

tary leader Francesco Rutelli 
would be going instead. “They 
decided he would substitute me ' 
behind m y back,” she told repor- 
ters. Staller, elected to parlia- 
ment in June this year, wanted to 
visit the sailors from 22 to 24 with 
the parliamentary defence com- 
mittee, to which she belongs. 

Police find hash 
cache in church 

. KLAGENFURT, Austria (R) — 

Police have arrested a 37-year-oid 
Roman Catbolic priest after dis- 
covering hashish worth around 
one million schillings ($85, 000) in 
his parish church, a police . - - 
spokesman said. Johann Wornig, 
parish priest in the small Carin- 
thian village of St. Georgen am 
Weinberg, was arrested on suspi- 
cion of breaking Austria's drug 
laws. The spokesman in 
. Kiagenfurt, capital of the south- 
ern province of Carinthia, said 
Wornig admitted the offence but • 
did not take the drug himself. ■■ 

Frankenstein 

monster, 

Kong’s hand on 
auction block 

NEW YORK ( AP) — The hand- 
written screenplay for “The 
Wizard of Oz” sold for $40,000 at 
an auction that also featured 
memorabilia from honor flicks, 
science-fiction fantasies and mon- . _ 
sterabilia from one man's coliec- ■ ' 

tion. Among the items being au- 
ctioned Saturday and Sunday 
from the collection of Forrest J. . 
Ackerman were a two-metre 
model of Frankenstein’s monster; 

King Kong’s mechanical hand, 
which once held Fay Wray; Bela 
Lugosi's evening coat, pen and 
knife; and more than 700 movie 
posters and lobby cards. “I live in 
a four-storey home with three 
garages, all filled with the collec- . 
tion,” said Ackerman, 72, who - - 
began assembling his eclectic 
assortment of movie stills, manu- 
scripts, autographs and posters at 
the age of nine. “I decided I 
could let the tip of the iceberg 
go.” Fans of both Ackerman and ■ ' 
his collection turned out for the 
auction of about 2,000 items, 
most of them duplicates from the 
300,000-plus items owned by the 
man known as “Mr. Science Fic- 
tion.” 

Snoring spectator 

stops performance of ::i - 

‘Macbeth’ 


BRESCIA, Italy (AP) - An 
Italian actor refused to complete 
the final death scene in a per- 
formance of Shakespeare’s “Mac- 
beth” after a snoring spectator 
elicited laugher from the audi- 
ence, newspapers reported. Gab- 
riele Lavia, who directed and 
played Macbeth in the production 
highly praised by Italian critics, 
interrupted the death scene of 
Lady Macbeth in the final hour of 
the play, turned to the audience 
in anger and left the stage. The 
interruption left Lady Macbeth, 
played by Monica Guenitore, 
alive and alone on the stage of 
this northern city’s Teatro 
Grande. Despite the spectators’ 
insistent applause, the stage cur- 
tain fell — and stayed down. 
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Judge sentences man / 
who killed wife to 
watch movie 

DEERFIELD BEACH, Florida ;N 

(AP) — A judge has ordered a l.\jj 

77-year-old man who killed his x 
wife and tried to kill himself to :: 
watch the movie classic ‘‘It’s a . 
Wonderful Life" as part of his ' ; 
sentence. Philip Tiger admitted 
stabbing his wife, Ruth, to death : 
in February, then trying to kill 2.; 
himself. He was convicted of . 
manslaughter Friday and could 
have faced a seven-year prison \- 
term. But Broward Circuit Judge ■ ■ 
Lawrence Korda sentenced Tiger 
to 30 days in jail, two years under •: 
house arrest, five years of proba- 
tion and 500 hours of work in > 
nursing homes. Tiger also was i, 
told to watch the holiday movie 
starring American actor Jimmy r. 
Stewart. It was scheduled to air - St, 
during the weekend on a local. - 
station. 





